
 

No Playgroup 28-29 March 
Playgroup is cancelled during Easter Experience.  
Playgroup will resume 4 and 5 April. 

Holiday Playgroup 
Our reduced Playgroup schedule during the school 
holidays will be 9:30-11:30am on Tuesday 11 April and  
Wednesday 19 April.  Come hang out and join us for 
some craft, singing, and play. 
Fees:  $8 per class, or $12 for two or more children. 
Term 2 regular Playgroup starts 4 and 5 May. 
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Engaging Community, Exploring Faith 

A Message from Karen 

Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist:   

Robin Ruys 

No Messy Church 1st April 
We encourage our whole Church 

community to attend the many other 

opportunities we have to journey through  

Easter together. 

Hi Friends, 

I don’t know about your world, but ours is a bit crazy 

getting ready for all things Easter!  Why do I think it is 

going to get a lot more full-on before it settles? 

Lent is the season for preparing, for Easter, for our 

relationship with God.  I wonder what your preparations 

look like?  How does Easter play a part in your life?  Is it 

holidays and chocolate?   

I remember when I went to the Greek Orthodox Church 

for Easter.  It was all in Greek, all the young people were 

outside, standing around on the stairs and foyer area 

talking.  The old women were sitting in the front row 

and were dressed in black.  They wailed the whole time.  

It was a huge engagement with the senses between the 

art on the wall, the incense around us, the candles, the 

singing of prayers by men, and the women weeping.   

I couldn’t help but be present, despite not knowing a 

word of what was being said. 

Have you ever had a mystical experience that was hard 

to explain?  Knowing something profound was 

happening in that moment without truly understanding 

what it was?  In the Hebrew Scriptures they never write 

or say the name of God, but instead use YWH.   

The thinking behind this is that a name is sacred and 

God is too great to contain.  It is holy and sacred.   

I sometimes wonder whether as protestants with our 

personal relationship with Jesus, we become too 

familiar with God.  We forget that this God is also the 

One who spun the Universe into being.  God is far 

beyond our knowing. 

How do you encounter God? What things about God do 

you really value? What things would you like to explore?  

Karen Mitchell-Lambert 



Sunday Worship Timetable 
April services all 9:30am at Gordon 

2 April — Rev Karen Mitchell-Lambert 

9 April — Rev Karen Mitchell-Lambert 

16 April — Rev Aeryun Lee 

23 April — Rev Karen Mitchell-Lambert 

30 April — Lloyd Robinson 

Thoughts & Prayers 
We pray for 

• David Hodges, who is suffering terrible sciatica pain. 

• Robanne Howie, whose persistent leg wounds are 

now beginning to heal thanks to new medication 

which is overcoming complications from an allergy. 

• John Bulley, who is recovering well & in very good 

spirits at home, being cared for by his daughter. 

• Pru Tout, still in a great deal of pain, but on the road 

to recovery from shingles. 

• David Conde, for his continuing healing. 

• Our Easter Experience & for all involved, as we make 

our final preparations. 

• Our many folk who are travelling the world.  Keep 

them safe. 

• The peace of Jesus to prevail, in our world, in our 

nation & in our neighbourhoods. 

• Those who feel unsafe or unwelcome in our 

communities.  We give thanks for God’s gift of 

diversity & pray we can confront the racism & 

discrimination that continue to fracture & divide us. 

Return & Earn 
Don’t forget to keep donating your cans at the St Ives 

Return and Earn station.  If you can’t get there, do 

bring your cans to church to recycle and FFC will do it 

for you.  That way we can direct the proceeds directly 

to GPUC Community Projects.  Every little bit helps! 

Easter Experience 
Sunday 26 March—Wednesday 29 March 

It’s all systems go! 

On Saturday 25 March from 9:00am, we’ll complete the 

transformation.  If you can spare an hour throughout the 

day, we’d really appreciate it.  The more hands we have, the 

lighter the load.  Also, please drop off your greenery on 

Saturday—palm fronds will be especially appreciated. 

On Sunday 26 March at 5:00pm you 

can come and be part of the Easter 

Experience.  It’s an interactive 

portrayal of Jesus’ last week on earth.  

Attend the Last Supper; visit the 

Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus was betrayed; be in the 

court room as Jesus is sentenced to the cross; hear about 

his death; and then celebrate when he is risen. 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 27—29 March  If you 

have a spare couple of hours during these mornings we are 

still short of disciples and thugs, 

especially on Wednesday.   

No experience necessary!  We’d be 

very grateful for your help. 

Home baking is needed in abundance!  We’ll have over 180 

students attending across the 3 days.  We celebrate Jesus’ 

resurrection with party food.  Over the years we’ve found 

the following items are the ones that are eaten (and please 

make all in mini sizes!):  Cup cakes, muffins, meringues, 

slices (chocolate), and Anzac biscuits.  (‘Rice crackles’ and 

‘honey joys’ are out of favour these days and are usually left 

untouched.) 

And, of course, we ask your prayers for those involved—

everyone behind the scenes, actors and participants.   

May the mystery of 

Easter fill them with 

longing and desire to 

know more. 

PUNCH this Sunday 
PUNCH is on this Sunday, with Jill Shaw leading us on 

the topic of Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs.  Do you 

think it’s accurate?  Is it relevant?  Do you have any 

examples of how it fits (or doesn’t 

fit) with modern life?  Come join in 

the discussion from 6:00pm in 

Pymble’s MacArthur Lounge. 



Join in prayers for 
our partners 

across the globe. 

Give up something in 
solidarity with those 

who have less.   
Raise funds to help end 

poverty & injustice. 

 

40 days of prayer, simplicity & generosity 

22 FEBRUARY—6 APRIL 2023 

Our world is hurting.  Ongoing conflicts, rising poverty and 
hunger, climate crisis…  We want to make a difference,  

but it can be hard to know where to start.   
Lent is an opportunity to train our hearts towards compassion, 

generosity and loving our neighbours.   
To focus on what each of us can do to make a difference. 

Join us for 40 days of prayer, simplicity and generosity  
for our hurting world. 

How you can make a difference: 

Join in prayers for 
our partners 

across the globe. 

PRAY 

Give up something in 
solidarity with those 

who have less.   
Raise funds to help end 

poverty & injustice. 

LIVE SIMPLY 

Help resource our partners 
to fight poverty & injustice 

in their communities. 
Donate via https://

donate.unitingworld.org.au 

GIVE 
Lesley:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 
Courtney:  Monday & Tuesday 
Nicola:  Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 
Sonja:  Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 

Please try to contact staff on their work days.  If emails aren’t 
answered immediately it doesn’t mean they don’t care—more likely 
they haven’t seen them yet.  Help them to keep healthy boundaries. 

Staff 
Work 
Days 

Mondays are  
Karen’s “day of rest”. 

Karen’s Day Off 

Social Golf Day 
Have you signed up for the 

tee-off yet?   

This is an extra special day,  

as we celebrate 30 years of Social Golf Days! 

Saturday, 1 April 

12:00 midday sharp 

Turramurra Golf Club, Bobbin Head Road, 

North Turramurra 

Please contact Peter Barnes (via his Directory listing).  

Future 2023 golfing dates for your diary are: 

Saturday 15 July, 12:00 midday at Turramurra; and 

Saturday 7 October, 6:50am at Gordon. 

 

Coffee ’n’ Craft/Chat Group 
Mondays, 10:00am—12:00pm at Gordon 

Join us for some crafting, coffee and a warm chat. 

Bring along your own project  

to work on in good company. 

Contact Lyn Kwong via her listing in The Directory. 

Friendship Circle Craft 
Come along and join us at Pymble on the first Monday 

of each month for a cuppa and a cosy chat while 

working on your current craft project.   

Our next meeting is on Monday 3 April 

from 10:30am—12:30pm in the 

MacArthur Lounge. 

 
GPUC 
joins 

“Insta” 
 

GPUC now has an Instagram page.  Please check us out 

and follow us under GPUCGordonPymbleUniting.  

Instagram is a free social media platform that allows us 

to share photographs and videos with our followers. 

Friday Fun 

Connections 
Last week Friday Fun Connections collected 500 pieces 

of rubbish on the street for Clean Up Australia.  It was  

a great opportunity to share news of our FFC group 

with members of the local community who were 

walking their pets.  The strangest thing we found during 

our clean up was a fancy dress costume pixie ear! 

Next month we will be 

baking ANZAC biscuits for 

our local aged care homes.  

Please come along and join 

us on Friday 21 April  

from 6:30pm. 

Northern Ballet Studios Concert 
Northern Ballet Studios, whose beautiful dancers have 

trained at Pymble since 2000 and who performed at 

our Jacaranda Concert last year, warmly invite us to 

their annual concert at Belrose’s Glen Street Theatre 

on Tuesday, 4 April, at 7:00pm.  They are presenting 

‘Heidi & Gretel’, an adaptation of the fairytale by the 

Brothers Grimm. 

Featuring students aged from 3 years through to 

adults, the performance tells the story of Heidi and 

Gretel venturing out into the woods to search for their 

school friends who have mysteriously disappeared. 

Watch this intriguing story come to life in a ballet 

production with spectacular costumes, sets and props. 

Tickets are available via Glen Street Theatre’s website. 



Harmony Day Event 
What a fantastic turnout we had of over 

180 people to our Harmony Day 

Multicultural Festival on Thursday!  We 

had various activities all over the Gordon 

complex: Iranian singing and poetry, 

Korean drummers, Chinese dancers, 

Bollywood dancing & singing in the Hall; 

our TAFE group assisting people to plant 

seeds in the Courtyard; a half hour 

session of Yoga in the Yellow Room; and 

a Uruguayan artist leading painting in the 

Red Room; not to mention a wonderful 

sausage sizzle lunch. 

A big thank you to our community 

services collaborators, Uniting NDIS 

Partners in the Community and Carers 

Gateway Your Side.  Also a heartfelt 

thank you to our ever-supportive and 

wonderful team of GPUC volunteers  

and staff for all their hard work.   

What an amazing celebration of diversity 

in our community! 



COVID Safety 
No COVID-safety restrictions apply on GPUC's premises 

except for the back three rows at worship services where 

people must wear masks, physically distance, and not sing. 

Men’s Casual Café Conversations 
A “Men’s Casual Café Conversation” group is meeting 
on Mondays (except on Public Holidays) from  
3:00pm—4:30pm at the Copper Pan Café,  
Level 2, St Ives Shopping Village. 

If you have the time, just pop in 
and join us (or request a lift).  No 
RSVP is required.  Just bring 
yourself and, if you like, bring 
along a mate too. 

For more information contact Bruce Kwong. 

Opportunities to be part of a small 
group exploring our faith 

Heart & Mind 
Meets at 6:00pm on the 3rd Sunday each month  

to explore life by reading a book in depth. 
Contact Heather McMaster for further details. 

Bible Study 
Meets weekly on Thursday mornings,  

from 10:00—11:00am via Zoom.   
The group uses the ‘With Love to the World’ quarterly 

booklets to explore the lectionary readings. 
Contact Sue Conde for the Zoom link. 

Meeting ID: 840 3785 1647     Passcode: 958377 

We have two discussion groups which focus on  
exploring faith in our contemporary world: 

PUNCH 
Meets 6:00—7:30pm on the 2nd and 4th Sundays each 

month during term time in Pymble’s MacArthur Lounge. 
Contact Margi Abraham for more details. 

Tuesday Conversations 
Meets weekly at Gordon.  Join us at 6:30pm for BYO 

dinner, or come at 7:30pm for our discussion.  Meeting 
in person and on Zoom.  Contact Nicola for the link.   

Meeting ID: 851 6082 5923    Passcode: 212262 

Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion to 
Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by noon on Thursdays. 

Website — please send your items for uploading  
to Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au). 

A Shared Path’s March issue is available to 
read online via our website.  Extra printed 

copies will be available as soon as our printer 
is repaired.  We’ll keep a list of people 
needing a copy, so please let us know. 

Wooden cotton reels wanted! 
Lyn Kwong belongs to a crafting group (outside of 

GPUC) which is planning to learn French knitting later 

this year.  They’re hunting for old style wooden cotton 

reels like the one pictured to help create their 

masterpieces.  If you have any that 

you’d like to donate, the group would 

be most grateful.  Contact Lyn via her 

Directory listing. 

“North End Bakehouse in Shepparton 

has just won ‘Australian’s Best Vanilla 

Slice’, while an award-winning 

Country Cob Bakery (which won 1st 

prizes for both their plain meat pie 

and gourmet pie at the recent 

Victorian Baking Show) is at Kyneton, 

only 2 hours from Benalla.” 

Please contact Judy by phone (see her Directory 

listing) or email at gpucroadtrips@gmail.com to 

register your interest, 

make enquiries, or to 

get further information, 

especially about the  

day trips. 

Our GPUC road trip has been 

postponed until September 

so that we can accommodate 

the many people who 

showed interest, but who 

were unable to attend due to 

prior commitments over Easter.  The new proposed 

dates are from Thursday 21 to Friday 29 September. 

Judy Gill has great plans for the trip and has prepared 

a revised itinerary for us.  Of course, you don’t have 

to do the whole trip.  Come a few days late, or leave 

early.  Your choice as to how 

many days you tag along. 

“And for the ‘Foodies’ amongst 

us,” says Judy “Why wouldn’t 

you want to join us?”      

GPUC Road Trip to Benalla & Griffith Postponed 

Insights Autumn 2023 edition  

has arrived.  Copies are available from  

both Gordon and Pymble.  If you’d like a 

copy posted out, please call either office, 

or email us via info@gpuc.org.au 

mailto:gpucroadtrips@gmail.com

