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Engaging Community, Exploring Faith 

Playgroup Help Needed! 
Can you spare half an hour between 10:30—11:00am  
on Tuesday or Wednesday mornings to make 
morning cuppas for our Playgroup parents 
and carers?  Please contact Nicola on  
0417 496 390 if you’re able to lend a hand. 

A Message from Karen 

Playgroups at Gordon this week 
Tuesdays & Wednesdays with Nicola:    

9:30am—11:30am for  

regular Playgroup, then  

11:30am—1:30pm (Tuesdays) for  

Baby Playgroup. 

Fees:  $8 per class,  

$12 for two or more children,  

or $60 for the full term. 

Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist:   

Victoria Liu 

Lesley:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 
Courtney:  Monday & Tuesday 
Nicola:  Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 
Sonja:  Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 

Please try to contact staff on their work days.  If emails aren’t 
answered immediately it doesn’t mean they don’t care—more likely 
they haven’t seen them yet.  Help them to keep healthy boundaries. 

Staff 
Work 
Days 

Mondays are  
Karen’s “day of rest”. 

Karen’s Day Off 

Hi Friends, 

Another exciting week at GPUC.  What a lovely 

celebration we had on Friday night.  Thanks to all of 

you who worked so hard to make me and my family 

feel so welcome.  I know I still have several of you to 

meet, but it has been delightful to meet those I have 

so far. 

A couple of things that might be helpful to know.  My 

day off is a Monday.  I am happy to come and visit 

your group please just reach out and let me know the 

details.  I don’t need to tell you that the next couple of 

weeks are going to get busy with the Easter Experience 

and Easter coming up.  We will be (all going well) 

moving into the manse for the two weeks after Easter.  

So a visit might not happen till Term 2 at this rate! 

I would love people to contribute some of their 

creativity to the Easter services—reach out and let me 

know how you would like to take part.  See elsewhere 

in the newsletter for more information. 

So, week 4 of Lent, hasn’t that flown!  This week’s 

question—What is Church to you?  What part of 

Church helps you encounter God? 

Karen Mitchell-Lambert 



Thoughts & Prayers 
We pray for 

• John Bulley, who is recuperating after unexpected 

(but successful) surgery at the San.  John’s family are 

thankful he’s been in such good hands & are hopeful 

that he will be discharged over the weekend. 

• Pru Tout, still battling the nerve pain of shingles, but 

hopefully to be out of hospital for the weekend.  (Pru 

is missing everyone terribly, so please do give her a 

call on her mobile, or send a message of support.) 

• David Conde, for his continuing healing. 

• Harmony Week, 20-26 March, celebrating diversity & 

focussing on inclusiveness, respect & a sense of 

belonging for all.  (Show your support by wearing  

a splash of orange.) 

• Our Easter Experience & for all involved, as we make 

our final preparations. 

• May our voting at next week’s elections take into 

account the most vulnerable in our society. 

• All those working to address enduring inequalities & 

injustices faced by First Nations peoples, as we 

marked National Close the Gap Day on Thursday.   

As a nation may we commit to lasting change that 

supports all to flourish. 

• The vital work & ministry of Frontier Services as it 

continues to make a life-changing difference to 

people in rural & remote Australia. 

Friday Fun Connections 
FFC is supporting the Clean Up Australia campaign on 

Friday night—we look forward to a full report next 

issue!  Remember that we can all 

contribute by doing our bit to keep 

our local neighbourhoods tidy. 

Easter Experience Returns 
Sunday 26 March—Wednesday 29 March 

We’re almost ready to go! 

Next Friday 24 March it all starts to happen… we begin 

bringing all the ‘stuff’ down from the 

mezzanine storage for reinventing 

GUC into Jerusalem 2000 years ago.  

Any help will be greatly received from 

about 1.30pm. 

Then, on Saturday 25 March from 9:00am, we complete 

the transformation.  Please come and help, even if only for 

an hour, and please bring any greenery from your garden, 

especially palm fronds.  The more hands the merrier and 

the quicker it gets done. 

On Sunday 26 March we open to the public and have an 

Easter Experience service from 

5:00pm.  If you haven’t seen this in 

action, do come along.  The story of 

Jesus’ last week on earth is quite 

moving, especially when you are in 

amongst it. 

Home baking is needed in abundance!  We’ll have over 180 

students attending across the 3 days.  We celebrate Jesus’ 

resurrection with party food.  Over the 

years we’ve found the following items 

are the ones that are eaten (and please 

make all in mini sizes!):  Cup cakes, 

muffins, meringues, slices (chocolate), 

and Anzac biscuits.  (‘Rice crackles’ and ‘honey joys’ are out 

of favour these days and are usually left untouched.) 

And, of course, we ask your prayers 

for those involved—everyone 

behind the scenes, actors and 

participants.  May the mystery of 

Easter fill them with longing and 

desire to know more. 

Return & Earn 
Don’t forget to keep donating your cans at the St Ives 

Return and Earn station.  If you can’t get there, do 

bring your cans to church to recycle and FFC will do it 

for you.  That way we can direct the proceeds directly 

to GPUC Community Projects.  Every little bit helps! 



Karen’s Induction Service 

A Letter of Thanks… 
“Dear Lloyd, 

Please pass on a big thank you from me to those at GPUC for 

their generous hospitality at the induction service and 

celebration for Karen’s commencement of ministry with you. 

It was a warm and joyous occasion full of expectation and 

hope for the future. 

I wish you all well as you undertake this new venture and  

I will follow your progress with great interest. 

Shalom, 

Liz Dabbs, JNC Presbytery Member” 



Join in prayers for 
our partners 

across the globe. 

Give up something in 
solidarity with those 

who have less.   
Raise funds to help end 

poverty & injustice. 

 

40 days of prayer, simplicity & generosity 

22 FEBRUARY—6 APRIL 2023 

Our world is hurting.  Ongoing conflicts, rising poverty and 
hunger, climate crisis…  We want to make a difference,  

but it can be hard to know where to start.   
Lent is an opportunity to train our hearts towards compassion, 

generosity and loving our neighbours.   
To focus on what each of us can do to make a difference. 

Join us for 40 days of prayer, simplicity and generosity  
for our hurting world. 

How you can make a difference: 

Join in prayers for 
our partners 

across the globe. 

PRAY 

Give up something in 
solidarity with those 

who have less.   
Raise funds to help end 

poverty & injustice. 

LIVE SIMPLY 

Help resource our partners 
to fight poverty & injustice 

in their communities. 
Donate via https://

donate.unitingworld.org.au 

GIVE 

Friendship Circle 
Do join us in the MacArthur Lounge at Pymble  

from 10:30am on Monday 20 March  

to hear from John Buchanan who, with his brilliant 

photography, will take us “Around and About”. 

Then stay on and join us for (BYO sandwich) lunch!  

Everyone is welcome. 

Monday “Chatters” is Booming! 
Our Monday Coffee ’n’ Chat group is exploding! 

“We may need to move to bigger premises!” joked  

Lyn Kwong.  “Sixteen industrious ladies met to knit 

squares, continue our Anzac poppy project and learn 

how to crochet ‘i-cords’ (that’s new age French 

knitting).  Conversations continued over a BYO lunch 

afterwards.  Two new ladies joined us and we hope 

they will return!” 

If you’re free on Mondays at 10am please drop in for  

a cuppa and a biscuit.  More details from Lyn Kwong, 

she’s in The Directory. 

Social Golf Day 
Saturday, 1 April 

12:00 midday sharp 

Turramurra Golf Club, Bobbin Head Road, 

North Turramurra 

Join us for another great day of golfing—everyone is 

very welcome.  Booking is essential. 

Please contact Peter Barnes (via his Directory listing) 

ASAP, but no later than Friday 24 March, to secure 

your spot and advise whether you’ll be playing 9 or 

18 holes. 

Future 2023 golfing dates for your diary are: 

Saturday 15 July, 12:00 midday at Turramurra; and 

Saturday 7 October, 6:50am at Gordon. 

 

Thank you from Jane... 
What a week—somehow, with seven days to go,  

I replaced Pru with organising the supper for Karen's 

Induction.  And I knew practically nothing about the 

Gordon kitchen.  And then the offers of help came in. 

You all know who you are—too many to name 

names.  But a huge thank you, thank you, thank you 

from me—I couldn't have managed without you. 

(And I still don't know how to work the big coffee 

percolator!!!!!) 

Blessings to all of you, 

Jane Simpson  



Are you missing a pullover? 
This maroon pullover was left behind in the 
Pymble foyer over the weekend.  Sonja is 
keeping it safe for you in the office—call on 
9983 9879 to retrieve it. 

“Do more than belong: participate.” 

William Arthur Ward 

Our GPUC road trip has been 

postponed until September so 

that we can accommodate the 

many people who showed 

interest, but who were unable to attend due to prior 

commitments over Easter.  The new proposed dates 

are from Thursday 21 to Friday 29 September. 

Judy Gill has great plans for the trip and has prepared 

a revised itinerary for us, check it out below. 

Judy says, “And for the ‘Foodies’ 

amongst us—why wouldn’t you 

want to join us?  North End 

Bakehouse in Shepparton has just 

won ‘Australian’s Best Vanilla 

Slice’, while an award-

winning Country Cob Bakery 

(which won 1st prizes for 

both their plain meat pie and gourmet pie at the 

recent Victorian Baking Show) is at Kyneton, only 2 

hours from Benalla.” 

Please contact Judy by phone 

(see her Directory listing) or at 

gpucroadtrips@gmail.com to 

register your interest, make 

enquiries, or to get further 

information, especially about the day trips. 

GPUC Road Trip to Benalla & Griffith Postponed 

Thursday 21 Sep To Jugiong  3.5hrs; Long Track Pantry; Welcome dinner in The Sir George Pub. 

Friday  22 Sep To Benalla  3 hrs; Tarcutta Water Tower. 

Saturday 23 Sep In Benalla  Judy has a list of what to do in Benalla and suggested day trips. 

Sunday 24 Sep In Benalla  Benalla UC warmly welcome us to their 9:15am service, followed by  
       morning tea.  Judy has a list of local activities and suggested day trips. 

Monday 25 Sep In Benalla  Judy has a list of what to do in Benalla and suggested day trips. 

Tuesday 26 Sep To Griffith  3hrs Finley Bowls Club Street Art; Coleambally Water Tower;  
       Afternoon in Griffith with Michelle Bordignon (The Helping Hand) and 
       Nicole Denhert (UC). 

Wednesday 27 Sep In Griffith  Judy has a list of suggested day trips. 

Thursday 28 Sep To Cowra  3.5 hours via West Wyalong (Bird Art), Grenfell (Silo Art) or Temora  
       (Aviation Museum open 10am-4 pm).  Cowra Japanese Gardens open 
       8:30am-5pm $15 seniors; Farewell dinner. 

Friday  29 Sep To Sydney  Drive home at your own pace. 

Pymble Manse Update 
Repairs and renovations at the Pymble Manse have 

started in earnest.  Here’s a progress update from the 

Business Team… 

“A busy team of tradesmen are working on repairing 

the many large cracks, installing new cupboards in the 

lower level kitchen, and renovating the two main 

bathrooms.  Both bathrooms have been stripped out 

and waterproofed.  Tiles wil be laid next week.  At the 

same time, a team of painters is at work refreshing the 

inside of the Manse, as well all the external windows 

and doors. 

Two windows have been removed from the old Maths 

Room to ready it for installation of a garage door.   

A new concrete ramp has been laid for vehicle access 

and the opening is currently boarded up to prevent 

access into the building in the meantime.  The Maths 

Room will be used to store the work equipment of Boo,  

Rev Karen’s husband. 

The Business Team expects that work, including the 

laying of new carpet, will be completed in time for  

Karen and her family to move into the Manse in early 

April.  Once the timetable is clearer, the Business Team 

would like to ask Congregation members to join in a 

Working Bee to clean the Manse’s interior.  This will 

involve dusting, wiping down surfaces, vacuuming and 

window cleaning, as well as a few people who can use 

ladders to clean the higher windows.” 

We’ll notify everyone of a date for the Manse Working 

Bee in future issues of the newsletter. 

mailto:gpucroadtrips@gmail.com


COVID Safety 
No COVID-safety restrictions apply on GPUC's premises 

except for the back three rows at worship services where 

people must wear masks, physically distance and not sing. 

Opportunities to be part of a small 
group exploring our faith 

Heart & Mind 
Meets at 6:00pm on the 3rd Sunday each month  

to explore life by reading a book in depth. 
Contact Heather McMaster for further details. 

Bible Study 
Meets weekly on Thursday mornings,  

from 10:00—11:00am via Zoom.   
The group uses the ‘With Love to the World’ quarterly 

booklets to explore the lectionary readings. 
Contact Sue Conde for the Zoom link. 

Meeting ID: 840 3785 1647     Passcode: 958377 

We have two discussion groups which focus on  
exploring faith in our contemporary world: 

PUNCH 
Meets 6:00—7:30pm on the 2nd and 4th Sundays each 

month during term time in Pymble’s MacArthur Lounge. 
Contact Margi Abraham for more details. 

Tuesday Conversations 
Meets weekly at Gordon.  Join us at 6:30pm for BYO 

dinner, or come at 7:30pm for our discussion.  Meeting 
in person and on Zoom.  Contact Nicola for the link.   

Meeting ID: 851 6082 5923    Passcode: 212262 

Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion to 
Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by noon on Thursdays. 

Website — please send your items for uploading  
to Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au). 

Save the Date for Harmony Day! 
Thursday, 23 March, 10am– 2pm at Gordon 

Lesley and her partners have outdone themselves with 

an incredible amount of fun activities and extraordinary 

entertainment lined up for the day. 

We’ll be spoiled for choice with Spanish dancers, 

Korean drummers, Chinese dancers, a Bollywood singer 

and dancer, a free Yoga session (wear loose clothing 

and BYO mat), an art session with a Uruguayan artist, 

and a seed give-away and planting demonstration  

with TAFE! 

If you know of someone willing to lead a cooking 

demonstration in an ethnic cuisine, Lesley would love to 

hear from you asap. 

So far we only have 1 lonely volunteer BBQ cook, but 

with over 100 sausages and tons of onions to cook, we 

think they’re going to need help!!  If you can lend a 

hand, especially in the kitchen, please do give Lesley  

a call on 0480 223 981. 

Australia’s Biggest Morning 

Tea celebrates 30 years on 

Thursday, 25 May.  We’d 

like to join in, but need 

someone to host this event at 

the church, anytime during that week.  If you’re able to 

help us, please speak to Lesley for more information. 

A Shared Path’s March issue is out now.   

It’s available to read online via our website 

and printed copies are at Gordon and 

Pymble.  If you’d like a copy posted to you, 

please call or email either office. 

UGCC Dementia Speaker a Hit 
Ever wondered whether you have dementia?  On Friday 

at Community Centre we had 25 people attend a great 

session looking at Dementia, its causes, how we can 

prevent it, and how to support and help people who 

have it. 

Our special 

guest speaker, 

Tim England, 

had a wealth of 

knowledge and 

there wasn’t a question he couldn’t answer.  The session 

was very informative and easy to understand. 

Don’t worry if you missed it, Tim has a number of 

Youtube videos that are short and to the point (search 

Youtube for “Tim England dementia”).  You can also 

check out his website: www.dementiachampion.com  

http://www.dementiachampion.com/

