
 

Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist:   
Alan Peterson 
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Engaging Community, Exploring Faith 

At Christmas time, somehow more than ever, we are aware that 

life is ever-changing, and that our community surrounds and 

supports us in times of change. 

The Congregation Meeting on Sunday morning is a significant 

chapter in the life of Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church—we gather 

together to consider the call to a new minister for our 

congregation and community.  I do hope that you will be able  

to come to the meeting.  The Joint Nominating Committee is 

excited and encouraged by the conversations that we have had 

with the prospective minister over recent weeks, and we look 

forward to sharing with you on Sunday our hope for our church 

for the future. 

We celebrated the year of the Friday Community Centre with 

thanks to our volunteer group convenors, and especially thanked 

Bruce Kwong, who is stepping down as the Computer Class guru— 

for the past eleven and a half years he has helped so many people 

with his patient and skilful assistance and teaching, way beyond 

just Friday mornings.  Thank you, Bruce, for your faithful and 

caring service to the Community Centre. 

Amongst the celebration on Friday, we were deeply saddened to 

receive the news that Cathy Hall had passed away suddenly on 

Thursday.  Cathy has been a faithful member of the congregation 

(her seat in the back pew will feel very empty from now on), and a 

regular participant in other groups of the church (Friday 

Community Centre and Monday craft groups).  Cathy gave to our 

community in so many ways, and she will be sadly missed by her 

many friends.  Our love and sympathy go out to them, and to 

Cathy’s sister, Lois. 

May we find comfort, strength and fellowship together in the 

coming days leading up to Christmas, and be open to the Spirit of 

the Christ Child to bring love and hope. 

Sue Conde 

Santa was a big hit at Playgroup! 
Santa visited Playgroup this week.  We had some very 
excited children, a few of whom were even keen to sit 
on his knee!  Plenty of lovely family group photos 
were taken and we send a very big thank you to 
Richard H who was a wonderful Santa, revelling in 
his role.   Of course, we had a party afterwards 
with lots of Christmas treats to celebrate the end 
of another year.  Weekly Playgroup resumes at the 
beginning of Term 1, but in the meantime we will 
have two holiday sessions:  9:30—11:30am on 
Wednesday 18 January and Tuesday 24 January. 

- 

Thank you to all our wonderful Community Centre 
volunteers—we couldn’t do it without you! 



Thoughts & Prayers 
• We extend our sincere condolences to Cathy Hall’s 

family & friends, following the very sad news of her 

unexpected passing on Thursday. 

We pray for 

• Joan Willis, who is about to go into Rehab at the San 

with the hope of returning home in the near future. 

• Lesley Strickland, whose ankle surgery has gone well.  

Lesley will be moved to Sydney Hospital Rehab, 

Ashfield, in the coming days.  If you’re thinking of 

visiting, Lesley has asked that you please call her 

beforehand—she has her mobile phone with her. 

• David Brawn, who is recovering from his bout of 

pneumonia & now home from hospital.  David’s eye 

surgery is being deferred until February. 

• Congratulations to all students who received their 

ATAR scores this week & especially to those 

associated with GPUC.  May they be happy that  

the result is a fair reflection of their efforts. 

• Safety for all those travelling this Christmas. 

• Those mourning Queensland police officers 

Constable Matthew Arnold & Constable Rachel 

McCrow, & all impacted by the tragic incident in 

Wieambilla.  We pray for the safety of all police 

officers serving our communities. 

• Communities of faith as they gather to mark the 

season of Advent & prepare to make way for the 

arrival of the Christ Child. 

Community Carols in the Park 
Thank you very much to all our generous volunteers—

we’re looking forward to a wonderful event! 

Notice of Congregation Meeting 
A meeting of the congregation will be held on Sunday, 

18 December, at 11:00am at Gordon following the 

morning service.  At this meeting a report will be 

received from the Chair of the Joint Nominating 

Committee, Rev Dr Chris Goringe, recommending 

approval from the congregation to issue a call to fill the 

placement at Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church. 

2022 Christmas Bowl Appeal 
Act for Peace has once again made a unique web 

page available to GPUC for us to donate through 

and keep track of our online donations.   

Our link address is:  mycb.link/46975     

The page identifies itself as for Gordon-Pymble 

Uniting Church and shows a running total of  

our online donations.  Once you make a donation,  

an individual tax-deductible receipt is emailed  

to you for your records. 

News from Church Council 
Church Council had its annual election of office-bearers 

this week.  Lloyd Robinson has been re-elected as 

Chairperson, Janet Scott as Deputy Chairperson,  

Brian Gill as Secretary, and David Turner as Treasurer.   

The names and positions of our 8 Council members will 

be shared via our website. 

Council is currently reviewing Charters drafted for the 

five teams and their sub-committees, Operating 

Principles for Council, and a policy covering the funding 

of charitable donations by GPUC. 

Council is also planning a “chat” with the congregation 

following morning worship on 12 February to discuss  

a number of issues including buildings, the Life and 

Witness report and related survey, and other matters 

everyone may like to ask about.  Council always 

welcomes your questions, comments, and suggestions. 



© Manny Francisco 

A Shared Path’s December 2022 issue  

is out now.  It’s available to read online 

via our website and printed copies  

are at Gordon and Pymble.   

If you’d like a copy posted to you, 

please call or email either office. 

Pastoral Care Contacts 
Should you need to speak to someone about a pastoral  

matter over December—January, please contact  
Rev Paul Swadling, Di Willis, Sue Conde or Sue Cripwell.   
If they cannot help you themselves, they can direct you  

to someone who will be able to help. 

Christmas Eve Choir 
The service on Christmas Eve will again be a special 

community event—with candles, carols… and a choir!   

We’re building up a group of singers and if you would 

like to join us, you are very welcome.  We’re seeking 

singers of all ages— not much expertise or experience is 

needed other than a joy of singing!   

The service will be held at 8:00pm on Christmas Eve, 

and we will probably try to get together for one or two 

practice sessions beforehand. 

We know it’s a busy time, but we encourage you to set 

the time aside and come and make this a very special 

and memorable Christmas Eve.  Please contact Sue 

Conde or Lloyd Robinson to let us know you’d like to 

join us. 

Insights Summer 2022/23 edition  

has arrived.  Copies are available from  

both Gordon and Pymble.  If you’d like a 

copy posted out, please call either office, 

or email us via info@gpuc.org.au 

Thank you from MADOW 
Hearty thanks to all who helped, cooked, supported and 

gave to MADOW last Sunday.  Our Christmas Stall has 

raised about $1,400.00 so far.  (There are still some 

Christmas treats available, so do get in touch with us if 

you’d like to buy them.)  MADOW greatly appreciates 

your ongoing generosity.  Thank you GPUC.  

Rick and Blue Moon Update 
Rick Barnes, his family support crew and Blue Moon arrived in Hobart 

late on Monday morning after an overnight passage on the Spirit of 

Tasmania from Geelong to Devonport.  Subject to weather (it was 

expected to be windy), Rick hoped to set off around 10am on 

Wednesday (14 Dec) with the intention of getting to Blackmans Bay. 

Here are some photos showing Rick  

in Blackmans Bay on Wednesday 

evening, having battled southerly 

winds and rain as he 

made his way down 

the Derwent from 

Sandy Bay.   

The Conde’s good friend, Rod Viney, who lives at 

Blackmans Bay, met Linden and Eric on the beach and 

entertained them with coffee and cake. 

If you’d like to follow Rick’s progress via the web, you can find him by 

visiting:  https://lcrk.org.au/pmwiki/pmwiki.php?n=Main.2022BlueMoon  

Blue Moon in the Sandy Bay Scout Hall 

A Christmas 
Message from 

the UCA 
President 

In a year marked by war, racism, soaring cost of living and 

devastating floods, Rev Hollis said the good news of 

Christmas is that the light of Christ enters into the 

darkness—but the darkness cannot overcome it.  She says, 

“Jesus is born into a dangerous world, he lives in an occupied 

country, he eats with the outcast, grieves the death of a dear 

friend, and dies a lonely death.  And in all of this, the love of 

God triumphs.” 

Despite the darkness we face, the President reminds us that 

the desire to share the light of Christ is found in those who 

accompany people through flood and fire, in those who feed 

the hungry and work to end racism, and in those who seek 

to build justice for the poor. 

https://lcrk.org.au/pmwiki/pmwiki.php?n=Main.2022BlueMoon


Visiting the Church for Worship: 
Current COVID Safety Requirements 

• In common areas indoors, face masks are 

recommended and, as far as practicable, physical 

distancing (of 1.5m apart, except for household 

members) is encouraged. 

• In church, face masks and physical distancing are 

recommended, but not mandatory, except in the 

marked back pews reserved for those who wish  

to remain masked, observe physical distancing  

and not sing. 

• For communion, congregants will file forward to 

receive the elements, and those handling the 

elements will wear gloves and be triple vaccinated. 

• At morning tea, face masks and physical distancing 

are recommended. 

Show your support for UnitingWorld’s Everything in 

Common project this Christmas by purchasing some gifts 

from their catalogue.  These are gifts which won’t be left 

collecting dust, but instead have the power to transform 

the lives of those most in need. 

From kickstarting small businesses and enabling 

sustainable incomes, to equipping children for the future 

and even saving lives—there are so many ways you can 

make a difference on behalf of your loved ones!   

Browse Everything in Common’s Christmas gifts online via 

https://everythingincommon.com.au/     

Janet Scott is co-ordinating UnitingWorld Christmas cards 

on GPUC’s behalf, so get in touch with her if you’d like  

to buy some. 

Worship timetable 
December services all 9:30am at Gordon 

January services all 9:30am at Pymble 

1 January—Holy Communion 
Rev. Paul Swadling  

8 January  
Bernie Kestel—lay preacher  

15 January 
MADOW service with Julie Fry (Greig)  

22 January 
Thursday Bible Study Group  

29 January 
Andrew Cripwell 

January Newsletter Contributions 
Next week’s New Beginnings newsletter will be 

our final edition for the year and will cover 

information through until late January.   

If you have any items or stories you’d like to 

contribute we would be very happy to hear 

from you.  Please send them through to Sonja 

(via email to info@gpuc.org.au) by 5:30pm 

next Wednesday, 21 December. 

If you have any contributions suitable for 

uploading to our website, please send them to 

Courtney via courtney@gpuc.org.au 


