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From the Editor’s Desk 
Sunday 4/12/22: For many of us, today is a sad day, 

for today is the last day of Steve’s ministry with us. 

However, this parting had to happen at some time and 

I’m sure we all wish Steve and Di God’s richest 

blessings for their future.  

Steve has brought reality, charm and grace to our 

congregation. His understanding of our needs and his 

understanding of the gospel, coupled with his rich 

theological understanding have helped us to move 

towards a more realistic and humane perspective on the 

relationship between the church and the wider community. His empathy and 

understanding have helped us all to move towards a better understanding of how the 

world functions and our part in it. 

Steve has been just the right minister to 

assist with the merger of the previously all 

too separate Gordon and Pymble 

Congregations – congregations that were 

once a unified story which broke apart. 

Now we find ourselves back on the same 

track, with a growing perspective on where 

we’re heading. 

Behind Steve has been the strong support 

of his wife, Di. While those of us from the 

Gordon end of the congregation may not 

have come to know Di as well as those from 

the Pymble end, we are all aware of her 

open, welcoming and gracious approach to us all. And we are all very glad to have 

known her.  

But, enough from me! The next few pages are contributions from just a few of the 

folk from the new Gordon and Pymble Congregation who would like to say 

something about what Steve’s ministry has meant to them and to express their views 

on what it has meant for us all.  

On behalf of all of us, I would like to offer strong THANKS to both Steve and Di. 

Rev Paul Swadling 

The deadline for contributions to the March edition is Friday 24th February. 
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Bidding a Fond Farewell to Steve and Di 
I think the first time I remember Steve 

was when he joined us dressed as a 

disciple for the Easter Experience, 

which would have been some time 

around 2010, and he continued to be 

involved until Covid prevented us from 

doing our popular production for the 

local schools. 

In recent years as we’ve become more 

involved and closer to Steve, we’ve 

come to know a very genuine, caring 

and likeable fellow with great insight to 

all things religious and otherwise and 

with a wacky sense of humour, which 

definitely surfaces on Tuesday evening 

discussions when we’ve found 

ourselves laughing uproariously at 

some of his comments. 

We’re certainly going to miss his 

insight, leadership and humour and 

wish him every success in his next enterprise. 

Rosemary Watson 
The question being posed is this: Is Steve a good Minister and if so, why?  In my 

view, the answer to first question is an overwhelming YES. Why is it so? 
There are many traits that make for a good Minister, too many, that I have witnessed 

in Steve for me to elaborate on. A few select ones will support my overwhelming 

YES. 

He is full of enthusiasm in whatever he tackles. His leadership of the Tuesday 

Conversations is a good example of this. Week after week he challenges participants 

with new topics and questions. I recall the first meeting of the Business Team after 

the merger, when Steve showed up. I asked him what he was doing here, is he not 

too busy attending to many other church matters. His response was that he wanted 

to keep involved so he knew first hand what was going on in the life of the newly 

merged church. 

I found Steve to be excellent in relationship building. Being the Minister of a newly 

merged Church, he provided leadership in progressing the integration of the two 

congregations, not an easy task in any sense. Where we are today is a tribute to his 

leadership. 
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Adaptability is a strong trait that emerged early in the merger. To regularly conduct 

two services on a Sunday in two different locations, for a number of years, is not 

something I think every Minster would endure. Hats off to you Steve for 

accommodating the needs of the congregation in providing Sunday services. 

A good Minister needs to be able to communicate in such a way that most, if not all 

listeners receive the message. I my view Steve did this rather well through his well 

thought out and well delivered sermons, in which he regularly made reference to 

significant developments outside the church. Keeping up to date with developments 

in the world is important for good communication. Steve also communicated well 

through his contribution to the singing. I have been through four Ministers since my 

time at Gordon and none could match Steve in adding to the music ministry through 

singing Who can forget his solo effort on November 20 during the rendition of “And 

can it be that I should gain”? 

A good Minister should be responsive and trustworthy, in meeting the needs of 

individual members of the congregation. Steve has always promptly responded to 

my emails, messages and phone calls. I found him to be a good listener and to be 

very discreet. 

I saw no evidence of clericalism in Steve. He was basically one of us. He regularly 

participated in the many social activities on offer: men’s lunch, Tuesday 

Conversations dinners and so on. 

Thank you, Steve. Shalom, and keep it up in your new Ministry. 

Herb Schoch 
And a Word or Two about Di …. Steve’s wonderful, warm, caring, confidant and 

partner in Life since school days … a very dear and very creative Lady. 

Diane Aynsley - who is the same age as Steve and has been by his side, supporting 

him all through his Ministry and at the same time, persuing her career, which has 

also been very dedicated and inspirational. 

Di has been Head Teacher of the Faculty of TAS (Technological and Applied 

Studies) at The Newtown High School of Performing Arts for the past 13 years.  She 

has also acted as Deputy Principal over the years, especially during the critical time 

of High Covid. She mainly teaches Textile and Design (and previously Food Tech) 

with full responsibility for the HSC students who can number between 25-30. It is 

a lot of hands-on responsibility, especially with their Major Works and Creative 

Portfolios and for which she lends huge encouragement and inspiration especially 

when supporting those students who may be struggling - they say she’s very warm, 

& open and is known charmingly as “Mumma Bear” to them! She is much loved 

and highly respected by students and teachers alike. 
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Family is paramount to Di as well. 

She lives for her family - also 

having her dear Mother Maria 

living with them since the worst of 

Covid.  Nicolas, Josie and Jordan 

dote on her and she always gives 

very generously of her home time, 

always following up, and 

stretching time for them and their 

interests and pursuits.  Their pets 

are also very special to them, both 

walking active Mia, their Husky-

cross-Kelpie who needs lots of 

outings and especially down to their holiday home in Bundanoon. And their crazy 

cat Flynn, a ‘Big Boy’ who just loves to have special smooches with his Mum if 

and when she’ll finally sit down!  Di has also loved her knitting and patchwork over 

the years. Also loving her garden, planning, planting very creatively with new things 

on the books all the time.  

 She has always striven for the highest quality, has an exacting eye for that special 

level of the finest detail in everything she does - right down to helping, supporting 

and understanding of Steve in their lives together at Pymble iniatially, and most 

recently with us all at Gordon Pymble Uniting.  

Thankyou Di for your lovely and very caring Ministry over the past 15 year with us 

all. 

Pru Tout 
Steve has been such a blessing in my life – spiritually and otherwise. There are so 

many reasons why he has been an inspiring leader and support. Here are just a few: 

Steve writes and delivers beautifully crafted sermons, reflections and prayers. I will 

also miss his lovely voice leading hymns (especially the ones that we don’t know 

very well!). Steve has encouraged me to step out of my comfort zone and help 

expand our church’s reach; in my case, to be one of the founding members of 

MADOW and more recently, to be on the Faith Development Team. I love the way 

Steve laughs off his stumbles or when he forgets something. He doesn’t sweat the 

small stuff but works hard and hopefully for the future. And of course, behind every 

great man .........there is a faithful and supportive partner. We will always be grateful 

to delightful Di and their kids for sharing Steve with us.  

Margi Abraham  

6 
We have been fortunate at PUC and more recently GPUC to share in the ministry 
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with Diane and the family joining him in the manse at the conclusion of the school 

year. We have enjoyed having a manse family of young adults. Steve provides a 

good Christian example, he is not dogmatic about his faith, he may have questions 

and doubts like the rest of us. He is a good listener; he genuinely cares for his 

congregation and he is present when families need him most. He is receptive to new 

ideas, varying the manner of ‘the message’ rather than the traditional sermon or 

lectionary each week. He has been an enthusiastic supporter of new programs but 

also capable of making the hard decision to end when needed. During his ministry 

Steve has ‘matured’ into a broader role, ideal for his next placement at Georges 

River. We wish he and Di well.  

Yvonne Barber 

Steve was our Coffee & Discovery Hero for over 10 years. He really held it all 

together so thoughtfully in so many ways. His 15-minute Think Link times in the 

Church set the tone for the mornings - with an apt link to the Topic of the Day, bible 

reading, prayer and a joke told in true raconteur style! 

These skills complemented his other skills when he helped solve the vagaries of the 

microphone and patiently encouraged us to learn the latest in computer technology. 

No easy task - USB sticks no longer a mystery!  

Lorraine Colvin  

Early in 2009 Rev Steve Aynsley felt Pymble Uniting Church (PUC) could focus 

more on mission beyond the life of the congregation. He suggested a partnership of 

some sort and developed a list of criteria by which the congregation could make a 

decision. From this emerged MADOW (Making A Difference Out West). 

Perhaps Steve saw that we were humming along nicely and needed a prod. 

In many, generous ways Steve has been along for each new adventure, not leaving 

us to sink or swim. Giving leadership, learning, encouraging, barbequing in the 

western heat of Enngonia, propelling our thinking about property and nurturing our 

many groups to do their own thing. All the while quietly watching over us. 

Thank you Steve for helping the church grow in the love of God. May you and Di 

continually experience and enjoy the grace of God in your life and ministry.  

Diane Willis 
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From the beginning of Steve’s ministry with us, he was 

motivated to foster a greater connection to young 

families. Under Steve’s guidance we embarked upon 

establishing playgroups and offered playgroups twice a 

week, a baby playgroup once a week, and also a weekly 

yoga class for pregnant mums. Steve would often visit 

and was always there to encourage us. Steve began 

Messy Church around the same time as this, not only 

thinking through the craft activities but taking us into 

Church for a story and short worship. As these activities 

flourished, PUC employed a part time Family Worker.  

In 2010 Judy Gill with Steve’s encouragement and 

support began the ongoing successful ‘Stir Up Sundays’ - the making of Christmas 

puddings as a community activity. Steve was in his element “working the room” 

and chatting to people.  

Thank you, Steve, for your drive and encouragement in establishing these vital 

ministries. Your gift of pastoral caring and connecting with others both inside and 

outside of the Church will be greatly missed.  

Wendy Wallin  
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From the Minister’s Keyboard… 

A few things I’ve loved! 
As I prepare to move on from almost 15 years at Pymble / Gordon-Pymble, I reflect 

on some of the things I have loved over the years. This is not an exhaustive list, just 

what comes to mind… 

MADOW / Enngonia 

I have loved being part of the MADOW movement, developing the relationship 

with Enngonia and the Sydney schools, being involved in the visits, observing the 

country kids respond to the attention from older students, seeing the Sydney kids’ 

eyes open, hosting the entire Enngonia School in Sydney years ago (some seeing 

the ocean for the first time), raising funds for the bus, so many parishioners visiting 

Enngonia, and observing how the connection encouraged us as all.  

Messy Church 

I recall one Messy Church at Pymble – we 

had a strong roll-up and one of the 

activities was imprinting very thick alfoil-

like tin with a blunt pencil. One mum, who 

had two young children and who had 

linked with us through a baptism, got 

joyously ‘lost’ in the creativity of the 

activity for over 30 minutes. She 

commented that it was the first time she 

had the opportunity to do something by 

herself since the children were born and 

how life-giving it was to do this simple 

activity while her husband looked after the 

children.  

Horsing around as Inspector Snodgrass (don’t 

ask) at Messy Church 

Amalgamation willingness 

Pymble and Gordon both expressed a maturity and openness to a new future in 

moving from the Village to the amalgamated GPUC. I think the foundation was laid 

through a few years of good relationship and supporting one another before the 

formal decision came – remember the hymn festival? the threaded ‘cushion’ 

symbol? the pulpit swaps? help with the Easter Experience? combined Church 

Councils? and more. These structural moves are never easy, but I think ours was 

one of the most painless I am aware of. Well done! 
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 Scripture – sometimes 

Teaching Scripture was a love-hate relationship for me. One year I had 39 kids in a 

class, which was about 15 too many, and it makes it difficult to manage the children. 

But often there were moments with the Year 5 kids when they opened up and you 

heard their real hurt and questions, or they understood something about being a 

Christian in a new way.  

Visits at home 

Basically, I’m a people person. There’s nothing better than sitting with people and 

hearing about their life and connecting on a deep level. It is always better somehow 

in your home, so I am sorry that I haven’t visited everyone. Sadly, such visits often 

came at times of struggle or grief, but I valued your openness with me. God comes 

close when we share and listen to each other. 

Special baptisms  

All baptisms are special, but there was 

something particularly delightful about 

baptising Homayoon, Parvaneh and 

Hooman after we had journeyed with 

them as they explored Christian faith. 

Meeting with Homayoon and discussing 

his deep questions, sharing with Parvaneh 

in Bible studies, and seeing them take this 

important step of faith among the church 

community – these are some of the great 

joys in ministry! 

 

Men and their cars 

One initiative that didn’t flourish for long 

was a Men’s Night. We were trying to 

engage the younger men by having 

relaxed Sunday nights with a different focus. But one evening was unique and 

popular: I organised a motor night in the Pymble driveway. We had an E-type 

Jaguar, a then-new F Jaguar, a few other exotic vehicles, and I think, my BMW 

motorbike. The owners shared their mechanical joys and stories maybe over a beer, 

if memory serves me. 

Tuesday Conversation, P.Un.Ch, Bible Studies, Heart and Mind etc… 

Exploring faith, discussing new ideas, taking the next step in the journey, sharing 

important parts of our lives - these are all great group experiences, as we realise that 

faith connects with everything we do, not just a Sunday morning.  
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Leading worship with the PLC Board  

On Board strategy weekends, I was usually asked to lead a worship session, which 

I wanted to be relevant and meaningful. At one event I used a Deep Talk story – 

similar to Godly Play – which was quite a risk. I remember being on the floor, 

moving little figurines around and asking for their response to challenging 

questions. It led to a very helpful discussion about the importance of protecting the 

‘diamond’ of the PLC culture. 

 
Recording Holy Communion in lockdown from the National Park near Bundanoon 

The ‘vegan’ Mary 
Our Nativity play last year provided a special contemporary moment when one of 

the readers misread “the Virgin Mary” as the “the vegan Mary”. Maybe Joseph was 

only vegetarian. 

Thanks for the memories! I have truly valued my ministry experiences at Pymble 

and then Gordon-Pymble congregation.  

Rev Steve Aynsley 
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GORDON PYMBLE UNITING CHURCH 
We are growing and maturing Christians within an accepting, caring and open 

community. 
 

Minister of the Word Rev Steve Aynsley, (02) 9144 3100, 0427 006201 

     steve.aynsley@gpuc.org.au 

Church Council Chair Lloyd Robinson 

Council Secretary   Brian Gill  

Family Workers  Courtney Heyden, Pymble, 0402 644633  

Nicola Robinson, Gordon, 0417 496390 

Community Coordinator Lesley Burt, Lesley.burt@gpuc.org.au, 0480 223981 

Office Managers   Sonja Paterson, Pymble (10am – 2.30pm, Wed – Fri) 

     (02) 9983 9879, info@gpuc.org.au 

Nicola Robinson, Gordon (9.00 – 2.30pm, Tues, Wed, 

Fri) (02) 9498 6729, nicola@gpuc.org.au 

 

CHANGES TO WORSHIP SERVICES 

Although we are back to face to face (or mask to mask) worship, GPUC worship 

services can be accessed by Zoom and are still available each Sunday on 

YouTube. Links to services are available from Nicola, Lesley or Sonja and the 

services may be viewed on the respective Sundays or at any time afterwards. 

WHAT’S ON AT GORDON PYMBLE UNITING CHURCH 
While many of our regular programs and activities are returning, some may still be 

joined online by using Zoom. For details see pages 31- 35. 
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SYDNEY COVENANT UNITING CHURCH 

We are a Spiritual Church, a Healthy Church and a Growing Church. 
 

Minister of the Word:  

Rev Sunil Jeong 

Email: covenant95@gmail.com 

 

On the corner of the Pacific Highway & 

Cecil Street, Gordon NSW 2072 
 

SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES 

Sunday Worship:   12:30 pm 

Young Adult Group:  3:00 pm 

Sunday School:   3:00 pm 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OTHER PROGRAMS:  

Wednesday Prayer Meeting: 8.00 pm 

 

MISSION FIELD:  

Indonesia (Noeraku) 
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Ukrainian Fundraising Night 
On Friday night, 16th September, with the help of Victoria Stankeeva and many 

generous Ukrainian volunteers, GPUC held a fundraising night to assist Ukrainian 

refugees in Australia. 

The night was filled with Ukrainian dance, music and food. People came from all 

directions. Not only from the GPUC congregation, but from Friday Fun 

Connections, the Friday Community Centre, other GPUC groups, Lindfield Uniting 

Church and other places as well. 

The night began with a wonderful Ukrainian couple singing some Ukrainian songs. 

For a couple of songs, they were also joined by their young daughter. Later, we were 

entertained by an excellent young pianist. An energetic young man showed us some 

Ukrainian dance steps and afterwards there was a quiz. 

 

 

The food we were served was delicious. Ukrainian volunteers had spent the whole 

day preparing it and, of course, it included borscht, the well-known beet soup which 

is the national dish of Ukraine. (See the recipe below.) 
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The idea for the night Began at Friday Fun Connections when Sacha came and spoke 

to the families. We were grateful for the generosity of the Ukrainian community 

from all over Sydney who donated the food. The dumplings were made right down 

south. 

We raised $4,025 which all went to the Ukraine Crisis Appeal in partnership with 

Rotary International. What a great night it was! For a great cause! 

 

 Victoria Stankeeva 

Borscht                  
• 1kg beef (meat or on the bones)  

• 500g potato cut in cubes  

• 300g cabbage (shredded)  

• 400g beetroot (cut into strips)  

• 200g carrot (grated)  

• 200g onion (cut into small pieces)  

• 3 tablespoons of tomato paste  

• 1 teaspoon of vinegar  

• 3 garlic cloves (passed through a garlic press)  

• Bay leaf, salt, pepper, vegetable oil  

ingredients are roughly for a 5-litre pot  

_________________________ 

• Boil meat for 1.5 hours, taking all broth foam away as it builds up  

• After that take the meat out, take it off the bones (if necessary), cut it into 

medium size cubes  

• Put the meat back  

_________________________ 
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While the meat is boiling  

Mix 1:  

• Fry onion with veg oil until light brown  

• Add grated carrot and fry the mixture for a bit  

Mix 2:  

• Fry beetroot with veg oil  

• Add vinegar and tomato paste (if the mixture is too thick, add a bit of water)  

• Simmer (under a cover) for about 5-7 minutes  

_________________________ 

After the meat is back into the pot  

• When the meat starts boiling again, add potato  

• Add salt  

• When it boils again, add cabbage  

• Cook for about 5 minutes  

• Add Mix 2  

• Cook for about 10 minutes  

• Add Mix 1  

• Cook for a few minutes  

• Add Bay leaf  

• Add salt & pepper, if required (taste it beforehand)  

• Add garlic  

• Turn the stove off  

• Leave it alone for 15-20 minutes  

• Take the Bay leaf out  

• Serve, with sour cream or without  

 

(Next day borscht is considered the best.) 
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November Luncheon Group 
On Thursday 3rd November, Wendy Wallin hosted the Luncheon Group at her home 

in West Pymble. After lunch, Wendy gave a talk on the involvement of her son and 

daughter-in-law in Badu Island, part of the Torres Strait group of islands. 

 

Wendy’s son is a radiographer and his wife is a doctor. During Wendy’s talk, she 

contacted her son by Face Time and he spoke to us as well, telling us about their 

life on Badu Island and their work at the Badu Medical Centre. 

Here is Wendy’s description of Badu Island life: Cairns to Seisia, at the top end of 

Queensland, is 946km and if driving would take nearly 22hrs. Getting to Badu: 

Cairns to Horn Island, then Horn Island to Badu with a quick stop on Moa Island.  

Badu is 60km north of Thursday Island by the time you wander around the reefs 

and islands and takes approximately 1-2 hours depending on boat etc. 

The Mura Badulgal (Torres Strait Islanders) Corporation administers land on behalf 

of the Badulgal people. The Badulgal people's ownership of Badu and surrounding 

islands in the Torres Strait was recognised in a native title determination on 1 

February 2014, when the Queensland Government handed over to the Badhulgal 

traditional owners freehold title to 9,836 hectares. 
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The Mura Badulgal (Torres Strait 

Islanders) Corporation (an RNTBC) 

administers land on behalf of the 

Badulgal people.  

Permission is needed to visit the 

island and on arriving you need to 

sign in. General permission is only 

given for visiting the town centre and 

harbour. 

The land outside of the town is 

respected as community and specific 

family lands - permission from elders 

and families is sought before visiting. 

Most beaches around the island have 

small camps owned by the different 

families on the island. These are 

visited regularly and most have put up 

some sort of shelter. The process to 

“claim” a portion of land for a campsite is complex cultural experience. There is no 

land title office!  

The Medical Centre now has a doctor, 2 nurses and 2 health workers. There are 

visiting health care teams from down south but for most medical needs more 

complex than a GP clinic, patients need to travel to either Thursday Island or Cairns.  

Islanders often choose to travel 

by “dinghy” rather than the 

small aircraft that fly between 

the islands. It is not uncommon 

for a family of 5 to jump in a 

small 5m open boat and travel 

across to Thursday Island (about 

2 hours away). 

Throughout the Torres Strait 

much longer journeys in open 

boats are common. Islanders 

regularly travel between the 

central islands and the eastern 

islands which are 180 nautical miles (320km) in a 5m open boat. That distance is 

further than crossing the Bass Strait to Tasmania, and across an open ocean littered 

with reefs.  
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Of course, they make these journeys with no fancy modern electronic navigation – 

instead they follow the weather and currents, reef lines and birds to find small 

islands amongst the huge expanse of ocean.  

My Morning at kindy - no photos were allowed sadly.  

Badu Kindy enrolment in 2022 is 18 children – 4 years old who will go to big school 

next year (prep)  

On the morning I attended, there were 12 children two white, one being my 

grandson the other a son of one of the teachers and the remainder islanders. 

Mr Tim the teacher, teaches kindy from 8-11.30 and then in the afternoon goes into 

the big school to teach the prep class or composite 1/2. On Friday he organises 

games for the whole school for Fun Friday afternoon.  

The two kindy teachers’ aides were local women, Ms Tacey and Ms Roberta.  

They begin the morning sitting on the learning mat singing the welcome song. A 

child is allowed to choose whether they sing it in language or English. For the 

islanders, English is their third language. Badugal is the local language, then the 

Torres Strait creole and thirdly English:  

Thank you - Esso. Good day to you (hello and goodbye) – Kupu-Gay-gah. Food, 

morning tea, anything food related - Kai kai  

An activity every morning on the learning mat was each child taking a tissue, 

folding it into a triangle (this morning’s shape) and blowing nose fully and then 

disposing of tissue. 

Time doing activities/play with the children is spent reinforcing English words as 

you play. 

Singing time - a song about an emu, a 4 wheel drive driving in the bush, and others, 

all of which were new to me. 

At 11.30 the children either go to day-care or go home.  

Tagai Primary School only – about 6 teachers and a principal. Their housing is 

provided and are located together. 

No High School. Children go to TI, Cairns, Townsville or even Brisbane.  

Island life has a high cost of living, especially food which costs about 100% more 

than Coles/Woolies in the city. However, essentials e.g milk, fruit veges are 

subsidised by the government. Two shops, both open every day at some time.  

One pub - unsure of their hours, a bit random. 

A cafe operated by an island family from their house and open Tuesday-Saturday 

for takeaway food. Pizzas etc. Wayne also runs a coffee van from Tuesday- Friday. 

He goes to three different locations on the island and has a specific time for each 

one. The medical centre being one and the wharf another.  
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Wood carving - they call the wood Tupulo and it’s some sort of a hardwood. They 

take 4 lengths from the tree trunk for making spears to catch dugong (Whap) and 

the centre piece he uses for his carvings.  

The Cemetery is a 

sacred place and is 

very well maintained. 

Located on the beach 

forefront. When an 

elder dies, like in 

many Aboriginal and 

island communities 

there will be declared 

sorry business – 

During sorry business 

most everything on the 

island closes, 

including school, 

kindy, daycare. Sorry 

business extends up 

until the funeral which 

is a close family affair. 

The body is interned 

and the grave is 

covered with no 

headstone or markers. 

About a year after the 

death the family will 

then have a 

celebration called 

“Gravestone 

Opening”. 

An intricate (and 

expensive) headstone 

will be placed at the 

gravesite. The 

Gravestone opening is a celebration of life and involves the whole community with 

dancing and feasting.  

Food and supplies are delivered by barge once a week - unless the weather is too 

rough. Outside of the island stores locals can buy direct from a Coles store in Cairns 

who deliver to the barge. A butcher in Cairns also will deliver to the barge.  

20 



Two 90th Birthdays 

 

On Sunday 6th November, Judy Pitman and Eric Barnes were surprised with a 

delicious birthday cake and the whole congregation offered their congratulations as 

Judy and Eric jointly celebrated 90 years. Happy, happy birthday to you both! 
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RIP Rev Dr John Pender OAM 

 

The Rev Dr John Pender died peacefully on Monday 24th October at Berry NSW 

after a long illness with Parkinson’s. A graduate in economics, he worked in the 

commercial sphere whilst a youth leader at St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 

Eastwood. After candidating for the ministry, he studied at St Andrew’s Theological 

Hall, Sydney and was ordained in 1972. For most of his ministry he was involved 

in Christian Education: first in Victoria until 1977 then in NSW as Dean of Students 

at United Theological College, then Director of Continuing Education. He became 

Warden of the Centre for Ministry in 1991 after which he became minister of 

Pymble Church, 2001-2008. Through all these years, John was a much-appreciated 

mentor, confidant, and supervisor to many. Moreover, his gifts as an educator 

enabled him to make valuable contributions as a member of the boards of several 

Church Colleges and Dunmore Lang College at Macquarie University. He was 

awarded the OAM in 2021. 

Through all his ministry John was wonderfully supported by his wife, Margaret who 

survives him with their daughter Fiona, son James, and grandchildren Anna, Jack 

and Theo.   

A Service of Thanksgiving for John's Life and Ministry was held at Pymble Uniting 

Church on Wednesday 2nd November 2022 at 12:00pm. 
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John was awarded an Order of 

Australia Medal for his life's work 

helping people give their lives 

meaning. “I wanted to work with 

people to help them become who 

they wanted to be and if they became 

better Christians and the church was 

better off for it, that was a by-

product," he said. “I was fascinated 

with how people cope with their life 

and give meaning to it."  

The Eastwood Rugby Club made the 

following comment and produced 

the attached photo. 

“With his wife Margaret, John was a 

fixture at our games for many years. 

Despite not being in the best of 

health they continued to follow the 

Club and even made the trip out to Cowra.” 

 

RIP Rosalie Janice Moate 
The following is an abbreviation of the eulogy which PeterMoate prepared for 

Rosalie’s funeral service: 

Rosalie Moate, nee Humphrys, was born on the 24th June 1942 in Maitland, a 

medium sized country town on the Yourke Peninsula in South Australia.  She was 

raised on her parent’s property situated approx. 14 km. south of Maitland.   The 

family farm was principally a sheep grazing and cropping property. The crops were 

predominantly wheat and barley. 

Rosalie was the middle child of three siblings, having a brother, Brian, three years 

her elder and sister, Elaine, two years younger.  

After attending Maitland High for several years, an opportunity arose for her to 

enrol as a boarding student at the Presbyterian Girls College in Adelaide, now 

known as Seymour College.  Rosalie completed her secondary schooling there, 

before undertaking a nursing course at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, also in 

Adelaide.  She completed the final year of her nursing course in 1964 and was 

judged to be the hospital’s outstanding nurse of the year. In recognition, she was 

awarded the prestigious Queen Elizabeth Hospital Medal.   
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From close observations made 

over a period extending for more 

than half a century, I can 

personally vouch for her as having 

one of the nicest, kindest, most 

pleasant and most tolerant of 

natures.  She was truly one right 

out of the box.  

Significantly, she was absolutely 

selfless, not the least being 

towards the members of her own 

family. She was blessed with a 

very placid nature, yet at the same 

time was a very courageous 

person.   

Furthermore, she was always 

sympathetic towards other people, 

particularly those in stressful 

situations. By any measure, she 

was a wonderful Mother to our 

daughter and two sons, a 

wonderful grandmother to our 

four grandchildren, and a 

wonderful caring wife and colleague to myself. 

Our children started arriving in April 1968, commencing with the birth of Susanne, 

followed by Stephen in November 1969 and finally by Ian in March 1972.  My 

company had transferred me back to Melbourne by that stage and we had settled 

into our home in the suburb of North Balwyn.  I look back with very fond memories 

of that phase of our lives.   

As our children grew up and became independent in their own right, Rosalie found 

more time to concentrate on other interests.  In the early 1990’s she re-joined the 

workforce, this time as a medical receptionist at a doctor’s surgery.  By the early 

2000’s both of us had retired from our respective work positions to implement plans 

we had for a series of overseas holidays.   

I now conclude with that beautiful expression frequently used at funeral services:  

“Weep not that she has gone but smile that she has been.”  
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RIP Anne Simpson Trantor 
17 July, 1940 – 18 November, 2022 

We are sad to acknowledge the passing of Anne Trantor, a loved participant in the 

life and work of the Gordon Pymble Congregation. We offer our love and 

condolences to her family and friends. 

 

 
NEWS 

WCC executive committee concludes meeting 
with clear path toward peace, justice, and 
reconciliation 

The World Council of Churches (WCC) executive committee, elected during the 

WCC 11th Assembly, has concluded its first meeting, held 7-12 November at the 

Ecumenical Institute Bossey and at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva, Switzerland. 
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WCC Executive committee meeting at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva, 

Switzerland, 8 November 2022. 

The governing body focused on follow up from the assembly, planning for 2023—

including the budget and programme plans—and statements that respond to critical 

situations affecting the fellowship of WCC member churches. 

In his first report to the newly-elected executive committee, WCC moderator 

Bishop Dr Heinrich Bedford-Strohm reflected on why the world’s grave challenges 

are not God’s last word.  

 

“We trust that God’s ways for us will not lead into darkness but into a new heaven 

and a new earth,” said Bedford-Strohm. “Christ has risen.” 

At the WCC 11th Assembly, the fellowship experienced that this confession is not 

only empty words, Bedford-Strohm reflected. 

“In our prayer services we have felt how the Holy Spirit has brought us together as 

people with completely different backgrounds and yet united as brothers and 

sisters in Christ,” he said. 
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Working session of the WCC Executive committee meeting at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva, Switzerland.  

 

In his last report to the executive committee, WCC acting general secretary Rev. 

Prof. Dr Ioan Sauca expressed gratitude to WCC leadership and staff—and shared 

his reflections on moving forward. 

“I never expected to serve as acting general secretary, certainly not for nearly three 

years,” he said. “What we achieved, we achieved together.” 

Sauca also shared reflections from the WCC 11th Assembly. “Churches have asked 

us to remain the platform that brings Christians together even in very difficult 

times,” he noted. “Particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic, many of the 

requests that WCC has received from member churches have been for spiritual 

resources, biblical resources, or worship resources.” 

 

WCC general secretary-elect Rev. Prof. Dr Jerry Pillay offered remarks on plans for 

2023 as well as harvesting the fruits of the WCC 11th Assembly.  

“Our task as the WCC is not only to work towards visible Christian unity but to also 

uphold and champion the call for justice and peace in the world,” said Pillay. “This 

includes a prophetic and public ministry which takes sides with the poor, oppressed, 

abused and neglected in the world.” 
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Pillay said he envisions a “culture of participation” at the WCC. “While member 

churches and ecumenical partners are crucial to the WCC, I envision the extension 

and expansion to engage, and welcome other churches that are not already part of 

the WCC, especially if they share in the common mission of proclaiming Christ to 

the world,” he said.  

 

Closing day of the WCC Executive committee meeting at the Ecumenical Centre in 

Geneva, Switzerland, 12 November 2022. 

Each day of their gathering, the WCC executive committee gathered in daily prayers 

and various encounters with the students at the Ecumenical Institute. 

Public statements  

The executive committee released public statements that respond to the crises in the 

world.  

COP27. A statement on COP27 notes that there are communities and nations 

already facing catastrophic impacts of climate change but whose urgent appeals 

other members of the international community have failed to heed.  

“COP 27 is a critical occasion for governments to together re-envision, develop, 

commit to and implement a roadmap towards a fossil fuel-free, post-growth, 

equitable and sustainable tomorrow, and to tackle the greatest existential challenge 

to life on the planet,” reads the statement. 
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Digital justice. The statement urges that “technologies are placed at the service of 

people rather than governments or corporations,” and it addresses the ways in which 

new technologies are transforming our world and the multiple spaces in which we 

live, work, and witness.  

Christian witness. The statement urges “Christian witness and action for human 

dignity and human rights,” and confesses “our unfulfilled responsibilities to protect 

and lift up those whose God-given dignity and worth is not respected.” 

Health. The executive committee urges a commitment to global health-promoting 

churches. The “Global health and wellbeing” statement notes that the terrible 

experience of COVID-19 awakened us all to the real and continuing threat of 

pandemics in our hyper-connected and over-exploited world.  

“Other longstanding challenges to health and wellbeing have been masked—or in 

some cases exacerbated—by the pandemic,” the statement reads. 

Plans for 2023 

The executive committee will meet online in December to approve the 2023 budget 

by the end of the year, as well as prepare for the 2023 central committee meeting 

on 21-27 June 2023 in Geneva. The executive committee will meet online 22-26 

May 2023 and in person 19-20 June 2023 and 8-14 November 2023.  

The agenda of the central committee 2023 will include developing the strategic 

direction and programmatic response to the assembly as a pilgrimage of justice, 

reconciliation and unity (strategies, objectives and policy guidelines).  

 

WCC Executive committee visits the Green village construction site in Geneva, 8 

November 2022. 
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The WCC executive committee reviewed terms of reference for the process for 

developing the WCC Strategic Plan 2023-2030 under the leadership of the general 

secretary. A draft will be presented to the executive committee in May 2023 and 

finalized for presentation to the central committee in June 2023. The terms of 

reference include establishing a Strategic Plan Advisory Group to accompany the 

process. 

The governing body received the WCC Communications Strategy for the 21st 

Century, and the proposed timeline therein. The methodologies used were identified 

as being very helpful in moving forward in programmatic work.  

The executive committee also discussed the composition of commissions and 

reference groups based on experience and expertise on the matter at stake as well as 

relational ties to the WCC constituency.  They discussed also the concept note for 

the new WCC Commission on Climate Emergency, Sustainable Development and 

Economic Justice  

The governing body approved the reports of the Governance-Staffing-Nominations 

Subcommittee, the Programme Subcommittee, the Finance Subcommittee, and the 

Public Issues Subcommittee.  

 

New director of Faith and Order Commission  

The executive committee appointed Dr Andrej Jeftić as the new director of the 

Commission on Faith and Order.  

Jeftić, from Serbia, an Eastern Orthodox theologian, has been serving as a research 

fellow at the Institute for Philosophy and Social Theory at the University of 

Belgrade. He has also been serving as a theological consultant for the 

Churches’ Commission for Migrants in Europe.  

Involved in the ecumenical movement since he was a student, his doctoral research 

focused on the work of ecumenical theologian Thomas F. Torrance. In 2013, he was 

delegated as a representative of the Serbian Orthodox Church to the WCC 10th 

Assembly in Busan. Since then, he has served as a member of the WCC central 

committee and since 2018 as a member of the WCC Assembly Planning Committee. 

He was also invited to be a course facilitator in the 2022 program of the Global 

Ecumenical Institute (GETI).  
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What’s on at Gordon Pymble UC? 

Playgroups for Children 
Holiday Program: TBC  

All children, parents and/or grandparents/carers are 

welcome. Term 1 2023 commences Tuesday 31st 

January and  Wednesday 1st February. Call Nicola 

Robinson on 0417 496 390 or Courtney Heyden on 

0402 644 633. 

 
Bible Study Group @ Gordon 
Thursday mornings in term time in the Library (room 5). We use 

With Love to the World bible reading guide as a basis for our 

studies. New members are very welcome. For more information, 

please call David or Sue Conde on 9449 2107. 

 

Book Club @ Gordon 
The Book Club meets on the first Monday of the month 

at the home of Peter Norman and Lyn McLennan, 45 

Cecil St, Gordon. New members are always welcome. 

For more information, please call Peter or Lyn on 9498 

8702. 

 

The Luncheon Group 
The luncheon group meets on the first Thursday of 

every month at a member’s home. Everyone is 

welcome. Bring a light lunch and enjoy the 

hospitality of the group and discussion of the 

members. We often have an interesting speaker. If 

you would like to join us, please phone Janet – 

9449 2024 or Sue – 9449 2107 and we will let you know the venue.  
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Messy Church @ Gordon 

Held 4.30 – 6.30pm on the on the first Saturday of 

each month, Messy Church caters for families with 

young children. However, everyone is welcome. 

We are looking for volunteers who can go on a 

roster to help out in a variety of ways. Cook a 

meal, help set up and/or clear away, prepare a craft. Please contact Nicola if you 

would like to help. Phone 0417496390 or email nicola@gpuc.org.au. 

Coffee Connections  

Coffee Connections meets in the Marshall Hall at Pymble. 

It includes an interesting talk & a ‘Think Link’ We don’t 

talk religion or politics, but almost anything else goes.  

10:30am Think Link; 10:45am Coffee & Chat; 11:15 -12 

noon Speaker 

 

 

Book Club @ Pymble 
Meeting on the first Monday of each month 

at 8pm, this is a gathering of wonderful 

women around a book – usually a 

contemporary novel or a biography. The 

meetings are held in members’ homes. For 

further info, contact Linda on 9983 9341.  

 

Friendship Circle  
The Friendship Circle will return next year. 

 

The Friendship Circle is a group of spirited women who arrange 

interesting speakers (often themselves) and meet on the 3rd 

Monday of the month at 10.15am.  

All women are welcome. 

For more info, please contact Lorraine on 9498 1604. 
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Stitching Group 
A mutually supportive group of folk who love to stitch and chat. 

This group meets at 7.30pm on Thursday in the Gordon Church. 

Some knit squares for Wrap with Love. Contact Beth on 9888 

2420 or bbunyan36@outlook.com. 

 

Heart and Mind  
This is a monthly discussion group that explores life by 

reading a book in depth and using it as a basis for conversation. 

Meeting the third Sunday of each month at 6pm in a local 

home, this group has a variety of ages. Contact Heather on 

9449 7810. 

 

Golf Days  
Four times a year on a Saturday morning, a range of 

people from the church and beyond enjoy a round of 

golf. From hackers to the experienced, our focus is 

on enjoyment and fellowship. If you’ve never 

scored a hole in one, you’re still welcome! For 

further info, contact Peter on 0419 268283.  

 

Tuesday Conversations 
We meet weekly during the school terms at 6:30 pm for a 

shared meal and 7:30  pm for a discussion. The discussion 

focuses on exploring faith in our contemporary world. 

Contact Nicola 9498 6729. 

PUnCH 
Discussions on the second and fourth Sundays of 

the month at 6 pm. Exploring life and faith for the 

50-something + age group.  

For details please call the office. 
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Friday Fun Connections  
At 6.30pm from Friday 21st January. 

You don’t have to have kids—FFC is for all 

ages—come along and be part of the buzz!  

Hall of Games: All games will be in the Hall. Our 

kick off group activity will involve your listening 

skills.  

Project Red Room: We’ll have activities to assist 

a cause of the day. 

Yellow Room: We’ll continue to have some craft or mindfulness activities and 

facilitate interesting discussions relating to parenting, families and relationships. 

We’re also looking to arrange speakers on mental health, social/media technology 

and transitioning into high school.  

Courtyard: Join us from 6:30pm for delicious hamburgers, fruit punch or (for the 

over 18’s!) a glass of wine. $10pp includes food and refreshments— please book 

in advance via our website.  

 

Men-U Mob will meet in February 2023. 

 
The next meeting of our new Men’s Lunch Group (Men-U Mob) will be held at the 

Killara Golf Club in February 2023. Info about a date will be available early next 

year.  

All men are warmly invited. Please book in with the Editor on 0418 964044 or 

swaddlerpaul@gmail.com or with Andrew Cripwell on 0412 467377 or 

andrewcripwell@gmail.com. We look forward to seeing you there. 
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Community Centre @ Gordon 

 

2022 FRIDAY PROGRAMS 
Join us from 9.00am to 1.30pm for Current Affairs, Watercolour Painting, 

Computers and iPads, Mahjong (returning soon), Wrap with Love, Step by Step 

Walking, BBQ Lunch and more… at Gordon Uniting, 18 Cecil Street, Gordon. 

We are grateful to all our wonderful volunteer group leaders who help make the 

Community Centre at Gordon such a terrific place of companionship, achievement, 

ardent discussion and great fun. Thank you! 

 
Why not invite some friends to join us? Everyone is welcome. 

Enquiries:  Lesley Burt – 9498 6729 or lesley@gpuc.org.au  

Website: www.gpuc.org.au 

Please feel free to come along weekly or for the whole term. We’d love to see you 

any time. And don’t worry. We’ll help find the right group for you. ◙ 

Enrolment Fees for Term 1  
Enrolments for Term 1:  9 am - 11 am on Friday, 3 February. 

All Classes & Groups:  $60 for one or more classes 

Casual Rate for all classes: $10 per week 

Special rate for 2 people from same household: $90 per term  

 

Morning tea or coffee is available each Friday from 10.00 am. It would be 

appreciated if you would order for the whole term, please. 
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