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Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist:   

Alan Peterson 

A Message from Steve 

 

The  
New-ish Normal  

Newsletter 
 

Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church 

Sunday 12 June 2022 

Notice of Congregation Meeting 

A general Meeting of the Congregation of the  

Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church will be held on  

Sunday, 19 June 2022, at 10.30 am, following morning 

worship at the Gordon Church. 

At the meeting, reports will be presented, including 

updates from the Mission Plan and Values Team, and 

from the Joint Nominating Committee. 

Sue Co AM, Chair of the Congregation 

It has been a significant week for many in our 

congregation with the funeral of Ross S on Thursday. 

Thank you for the many hands that supported the 

funeral arrangements and refreshments that followed.  

A special ‘shout out’ to Bruce K, who again sorted 

through technology problems late into the night before 

to ensure the live stream and recording worked like a 

charm. 

Like so many funerals, many of us felt we learnt more 

about Ross during the funeral than we had known 

previously, even though he and Jean have been 

members at Gordon for 58 years.  That is why we are 

always looking for ways for people to “tell their stories” 

as part of the Sunday services or in other ways, such as 

in A Shared Path.  It was a joy to hear the story of Ross’ 

exemplary life and to hear how his quiet faith 

influenced him from his earliest days. 

Thanks to all who gave generously following last week’s 

Margaret Jurd College service and appeal.  Almost 

$1000 was given towards shoes for the students, which 

is a great result for this worthy cause. 

Thank you for everyone’s concern for me post-Covid. I 

am almost back to tickety-boo status. 

Steve Aynsley  

Act for Peace have sent us their sincere thanks and  

this lovely certificate of appreciation for GPUC’s 

tremendous $2,545.00 donation to their  

Christmas Bowl 2021 appeal. 

Thoughts & Prayers 
Pray for 

• Jean S & her family, following Ross’ funeral; 

• Neville B, whose health is reported to be low at 

Bowden Brae; 

• Courtney H & her family, as they recover from 

doses of Covid; 

• Congregations & communities across the Uniting 

Church stepping out in faith & courage to 

innovate, experiment & dream a new future; & 

• Peace, safety & comfort for all those impacted by 

devastating gun violence in the USA, particularly 

those mourning the loss of loved ones. 



Lesley will be taking a well-earned break from  

10—24 June, returning to work on 27 June.   

We hope she enjoys a restful holiday! 

Messy Church 
Although numbers were 

lower than usual as a 

few families sent their 

apologies, we had a 

warm night around the 

fire.  We heard the Pentecost story… “They felt filled 

with the power of Jesus’ love and knew that they must 

go out and share that love with the world…and they 

knew God was with them always.”  … and we wrote our 

prayers for the world on the flames to make our 

Pentecost fire of passion.  Please add to it when you’re 

at Gordon.  Our concerns were for the environment, 

for those who are hungry, and the need to be non-

judgemental of others. 

Save the date—2 July—Next month we’re having a 

special Messy event for the whole family.  Scott from 

Young Engineers will be running a 1.5 hour Lego 

Robotics session with us.  

Everyone is welcome—even if 

you don’t normally attend 

Messy, we’d love for you to 

come along and join in the fun. 

How Would You Feel... 
... if your grandchild had been expelled for the last 

time, and then you sat and listened to people like Jim 

Knowles and Darren Twist from Margaret Jurd College 

(who spoke to us last Sunday at Gordon) give us hope?  

They must have their successes and failures, but their 

constant is always, HOPE.  Jim’s enthusiasm for the 

fantastic collection of Board Members and Darren’s 

enthusiasm for his fantastic collection of staff was 

heart-warming.  I love that every student is asked on 

arrival at School where they slept last night and if they 

had breakfast—the school tries to make sure they 

don’t sleep rough the next night and that they get 

three good meals. 

The news there is another school in the making was 

exciting. The need for schools like that is enormous, 

but a much needed beginning has been made.  We 

can help.  First of all, financially.  Government 

departments are reluctant to help—the school doesn’t 

fit the normal categories, too great a ratio of staff to 

pupils so they don’t look at it as a school.  Disability 

allowances—hey, they teach normal subjects so it 

must be a school!!!!!!!!!  Finances are always very 

tight.  But there is a plan afoot for GPUC to help in 

another way... ZOOM, that dreaded word which we 

have all conquered, helping students with reading, 

 literacy, maths or just getting them through the test 

for their “Ls”.  The Committee will keep you posted. 

Lunch was essential—Church by 9.15am and they live 

in Newcastle.  Thanks to Judy E, we again invaded her 

home and re-designed the interior so we could all sit 

together.  Thanks so much Judy, and also to Pru T for 

being the chief Catering Manager.  Fabulous food and 

seconds (or maybe even thirds) for everyone. 

So please, everyone give it a thought:   

“How can I help because HOW WOULD I FEEL?…” 

Jane S, GPUC-MJC Working Group 

Snapped at Gordon last Sunday are MJC Principal Darren 

Twist and his wife, Clare, and children, Victoria and Billy, 

with MJC Board Chairman Jim Knowles and his wife, 

Barbara, and our own David H. 

Friday Fun Connections 
Next Friday 18 June come along and join our lovely FFC 

families to hear all about GPUC’s involvement with 

Margaret Jurd College.  We’re aiming to raise more 

money towards new school shoes for the students and 

would love to contribute to getting us over the $1,000 

mark for this great cause. 

We’ll be toasting 

marshmallows and 

connecting with each 

other through fun ice 

breaker games and our 

first family table tennis tournament.  Another activity 

will need you to bring an old 

pair of shoes from home… 

we’ll decorate them with craft 

material, and they’ll be 

transformed into artistic 

masterpieces in no time!  



Gordon Working Bee 
Saturday 18 June 

from 1:00pm 
Enjoy a sausage in a roll before starting on chores 

around the Gordon Church site, including along the 

Highway and Cecil Street frontages.  Gardening, 

pruning, removing cobwebs, window cleaning, 

pavement cleaning, and carpark drain clearing are all 

on the list, as well as tackling the noticeboard 

problem—which you’ve probably seen the need for 

when visiting. 

We’ll be joined by members of our Korean SCUC 

congregation—whose help we’ve always appreciated, 

especially the energetic efforts of their “young bloods”! 

We do have a collection of tools on site, but if you can 

bring your own along it will help make what we do 

have stretch further. 

My contact details are in the Directory.  It would be 

good to hear from you if you’re planning to join us, 

especially for catering purposes. 

With thanks, Bruce W 

Pay it Forward… 
Have you still got some NSW 

Government “Discover” vouchers 

you aren’t planning to use before 

30 June? 

Why not consider a random act of kindness and 

redeem them via the Australian Reptile Park’s website 

for donation to a children’s charity.  For each voucher 

donated before expiry, the ARP will donate a 1 Adult + 

1 Child Park Pass on your behalf. 

You can direct your voucher donation to any one of 

Ronald MacDonald House Australia, Kids With Cancer 

Foundation, Barnardos Australia, or Challenge 

Community Services.  Don’t let your vouchers go to 

waste, visit https://www.reptilepark.com.au/

paydiscoverforward/ to donate them instead. 

Friendship Circle 
Join us in the Marshall Hall from 10:30am—12:30pm  

on Monday 20 June for our 

regular meeting. 

We’ll be having a general 

discussion about any 

interesting books or articles 

we’ve read recently. 

Many in the Uniting Church may not know about the 

Circles of Interest set up by the National Assembly. 

Assembly Circles are a platform for learning and 

sharing, where you can contribute to the national 

work of Church.  It is a space for deepening faith and 

listening to where God is leading us.  Together we can 

make a difference in God’s mission in the world. 

The Circles are groups for sharing and discussing 

issues related to our mission and ministry as the 

Church.  Each Circle is facilitated by a panel of people 

tasked with providing content for thought and 

discussion, suggesting and providing resources 

related to the area of interest, and helping initiate 

discussion around issues and topics related to the 

Circle’s focus. 

They are free to join and you can participate in more 

than one and choose your own level of active 

involvement.  Circle members must be 18 years or 

older and agree to abide by the Circle Code of 

Conduct.  People who are not members of the Uniting 

Church are welcome to participate. 

The Circles include Walking Together as First & 

second peoples; Growing in Faith; Transforming 

Worship; Discipling the Next Generation; Working for 

Justice; Being a Multicultural church; and Seeking 

Common ground. 

To find out more, visit https://uniting.church/circles/ 

The “Libraribus” Returns! 
Do you, or someone you know, have difficulty getting 

to the Library?  Ku-ring-gai Council’s free return trip 

bus service to residents who are unable to visit the 

Library independently will be resuming from 20 June 

after a long Covid break.  This is a great service for 

people who have a disability, don’t drive, or live too 

far away from public transport.  It’s a free door-to-

door transport service to Gordon, St Ives or 

Turramurra Library where you can browse the book 

collection, audiobooks, music, DVD’s and magazines. 

The bus driver will be making multiple trips each day 

as passenger numbers will be restricted to three 

people and himself.  You’ll be given 45 minutes to 

visit the library before re-joining the bus for the trip 

home.  If you are wanting to book or would like more 

information, please call Phil on 0401 972 461 during 

the day on Mondays, Tuesdays & Wednesdays. 



Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion to 

Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by noon on Thursdays. 

Website — please send your items for uploading to  

Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au). 

Visiting the Church for Worship: 
Current COVID Safety Requirements 

• Physical distancing (of 1.5m apart, except for 

household members) must be observed at all times 

indoors. 

• Masks must be worn in common areas indoors but 

you may be mask-free in worship and while seated 

and consuming morning tea. 

• Singing is allowed with no masks.  However, we 

recognise some may be anxious about unmasked 

singing, so the back pews of the church will be 

reserved for those who wish to remain masked and 

who choose not to sing. 

• For communion, the elements will be handed to 

seated congregants and those handling the 

elements will wear masks and gloves and be triple-

vaccinated. 

• Registration for a service and QR-code check-in are 

not required, but visitors are asked to record their 

name and contact details so that all attendees can 

be notified if an attendee tests COVID-positive. 

Opportunities to be part of a small 
group exploring our faith 

PUNCH 

Meets 6:00-7:30pm on the second Sunday each month 

(normally in Pymble’s MacArthur Lounge).   

For the time being, the group is meeting on Zoom. 

Meeting ID: 832 3092 6033    Passcode: 875628 

Heart & Mind 

Meets at 6:00pm on the third Sunday each month, 

to explore life by reading a book in depth.   

The group will continue their discussion of 

“Wholehearted Faith”.   

Contact Heather McM for further details. 

Tuesday Conversations 

Meets weekly from 7:15 to 8:30pm in Gordon’s  

Red Room.  The discussion focuses on exploring  

faith in our contemporary world.   

Now meeting both in person and on Zoom.   

Meeting ID: 851 6082 5923    Passcode: 212262 

Vision Statement Feedback 

Remember to let us know  

your response to the  

Draft Vision Statements. 

All responses are warmly welcomed. 

Playgroups at Gordon 

Mondays with Courtney 

9:30am—11:30am  

for regular Playgroup, then 

11:30am—1:30pm  

for a Mothers & Babies Playgroup. 

Tuesdays & Wednesdays with Nicola 

9:30am—11:30am  

for regular Playgroup, then 

11:30am—12:30pm Wednesdays 

for our new Baby Book Club. 

Fees:  $7 per class, ($10 for two or more children); 

or $50 for the full term. 

Willoughby Symphony Choir, together with the superb 

Willoughby Symphony Orchestra, will be performing 

Mendelssohn’s Elijah at The Concourse in Chatswood on 

Sunday July 3 from 2:00pm. 

A thrilling 19th century choral 

masterwork, Elijah is was 

Mendelssohn’s final major success 

and depicts events in the life of 

the prophet Elijah as told in the 

Bible’s Old Testament, in a 

magnificent work for choir and 

orchestra. 

Conducted by Peter Ellis, the 

concert will feature fabulous solos from the celebrated 

Australian performers Teddy Tahu Rhodes, Celeste 

Haworth, Sarah Toth and Joshua Oxley. 

For tickets call The Concourse Box Office on 8075 8111, 

or book online via https://www.theconcourse.com.au/

Whats-On/Willoughby-Symphony-Choir-Elijah 


