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Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist:   

Jillian Cranney 

A Message from Steve 
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Thoughts & Prayers 
Pray for 

• Neville B’s family at this time of loss; 

• Margaret Jurd College—for the teachers & staff 

who are seeing positive results with their students.  

Help them to remain enthusiastic in difficult times; 

• The Uniting Church in Australia as, with deep 

thanks to God, we joyfully celebrate 45 years of 

worship, witness & service, & look to the future 

with hope; & 

• Refugees in Australia who enrich our communities 

with vibrant diversity, gifts & contributions.  May 

those who seek safety across the world find hope 

& welcome. 

Thank you for your presence and contribution to our 

Congregation Meeting last Sunday.  It felt like an 

important time of input and update.  Two follow up 

points I would like to make: 

1.  If anyone would like to join the small team working 

on the Vision and Values we would be very happy to 

welcome you.  It would be especially helpful to have 

someone from the former Pymble end of the 

congregation.  The good news is that it isn’t a long term 

commitment.  Talk to me, obligation free, with any 

questions or thoughts. 

2.  A reminder of the difference and purpose of Vision 

Statements and Mission Plans.  A Vision Statement is a 

short, pithy phrase or sentence that captures where we 

are going as a congregation.  It is the dream that carries 

us forward and keeps us motivated.  It should be 

relatable and inspiring to those who come into contact 

with us in any way.  It can’t say everything, but does 

capture the essence of what we are about.  The Vision 

Statement should guide the congregation and Church 

Council as we move forward, providing some discipline 

to our decisions.  As such, it doesn’t change every 

couple of years, though of course, it could be updated. It 

is an aid to more detailed planning, and as such, takes a 

primary place in the Mission Plan.  The Vision Statement 

could be part of our letterhead, advertising, online 

posts, noticeboard etc… as it is a short way of saying 

who we are and where we are going.  

A Mission Plan is a fuller statement of our plans for the 

coming few years—in our case to 2025.  To some 

extent, it breaks down the dream of the vision 

statement into achievable aims, tasks and timeframes.  

It is a requirement of Presbytery that all congregations 

develop a Mission Plan to avoid the aimlessness that 

can hit congregations.  Mission Plans tell the story of the 

congregation and the priorities for the future. In our 

Mission Plan we have developed 3 critical aims (that I 

reported on last week) and 11 other aims.  Each aim is 

being overseen by a Team.  I am very happy to respond 

to any questions on our Mission Plan or the process 

towards a Vision Statement.  Next week - Why Core 

Values?  

Steve Aynsley 

The funeral for Neville B will be held on 

Monday 27 June, 11:30am, at Pymble Church,  

and will be followed by a graveside committal at 

Macquarie Park at 1:00pm. 

A celebration of Neville's life will be held  

on Thursday 30 June, 12 noon,  

at Chapel Ridge,  

1550 George Downes Drive, Kulnura. 

All Neville’s friends are welcome. 



Friendship Circle Craft 
Come along and join us at Pymble on the first 

Monday of each month for a cuppa and a cosy chat 

while working on your current craft 

project.  Our next meeting will be on 

Monday 4 July from 10:30am—

12:30pm in the MacArthur Lounge. 

Guess who’s  
turning 100 on 14 July? 

She still attends Church every Sunday, does her 

own shopping and cooking, goes to her Club in the 

City, participates in the Anzac Day March (Land 

Army Girl) and is always delightful company!    

She’s our Barbara C! 

To help celebrate Barbara’s amazing milestone, 

we have plans for Sunday 10 July— 

Cake and Candles at Pymble Church after the 

11:00am service, followed by lunch at  

The Roseville Club (64 Pacific Highway, Roseville) 

from 1:00pm. 

Everyone is welcome—please contact  

Di W or Lorraine C via their Directory listings if 

you’d like to join in these celebrations. 

Social Golf Day 
10:31am sharp, Saturday 16 July 2022 

North Turramurra Golf Club 
(Bobbin Head Rd, North Turramurra) 

Join us for another great day of golfing—everyone is 

very welcome.  Booking is essential.  We’ll stay in touch 

regarding any COVID 

restriction changes that may 

occur in the lead up to the day.  

Please contact Peter B (via his 

Directory listing) no later than 

Friday 8 July to secure your spot and advise whether 

you’ll be playing 9 or 18 holes. 

A gold star goes to Lorraine C for suggesting “New 

Beginnings” as a fresh title for our weekly newsletter.  

Thank you Lorraine—we think it’s very apt, coinciding  

as it does with the UCA’s 45th Anniversary this week! 

Our warmest congratulations & 

Happy Birthday wishes to Valrai B,  

who turned a marvellous  

90 years young last week! 

Food Donations 
Another big load of hearty winter 

staples went off to Exodus this week.  

Please keep up your generous 

efforts, they’re very much appreciated.  Exodus tells us 

they’re desperately short of any variety of long life 

milk at the moment. If you’re able to help by donating 

of a carton or two, please drop them off in the 

collection boxes outside our two offices.  Thank you! 

GPUC Visits MJC 
A beautiful day was had in the sun on Thursday, 

watching Margaret Jurd College students receive 

their well-earned awards at the end of Semester 1.  

The delight on the students’ faces (and mirrored on 

their supporting family members’ faces) was so lovely 

to see! 

A crew of five from GPUC travelled up to help with 

the BBQ lunch and to be part of the audience for this 

important school year occasion. 

Darren Twist wrote to us afterwards:   

“I just wanted to express my sincere gratitude for the 

presence of the Gordon Pymble Working Party today 

for the MJC Celebration.  As usual they were an 

immense help and… more to the point… they filled 

out the presence today which gives my students a 

sense of community and care—something that, as  

I know you are aware, they lack!” 

 GPUC has been invited to the launch of MJC’s new branding, 

which is likely to take place in either late November, or early 

December.  We’re sure we can get a few carloads going to 

show our support and it will be a great opportunity to see 

the school in action. 



The second of Ku-ring-gai 

Council’s “Plastic Free July” free 

webinars is being held next 

Saturday 2 July, from 11:00—11:45am.  This Zoom 

event will be led by Anita Vandyke, who is a passionate 

sustainability advocate, author and blogger. 

Anita believes we are all “everyday activists” who can 

make changes in our everyday lives to make our planet 

a better place.  She says swapping reusables for single-

use items is a popular way to reduce plastic waste… and 

there’s no need to buy a brand new reusable item 

either!  This session will provide a step-by-step guide to 

good/better/best choices and will cover ideas such as 

making your own, shopping second-hand, and the best 

choices for food and beverage containers for shopping 

and takeaway using what you already have in your 

cupboard.    To register, visit   

https://www.krg.nsw.gov.au/Things-to-do/Whats-on/

Plastic-Free-July-Good-better-best-workshop 

Friday Community Centre 
Community Centre’s Friday program will be  

in recess during the upcoming school holidays.  

Activities will recommence on Friday 22 July. 

Messy Church 
Save the date—2 July—We’re having a special Messy 

event for the whole family. 

Scott from Young Engineers will be running a 1.5 hour 

Lego Robotics session with us.  

Everyone is welcome—even if 

you don’t normally attend 

Messy, we’d love for you to 

come along and join the fun. 

Friday Fun Connections 
Five adventurous FFC families 

enjoyed a trip to the city last 

Friday night to see parts of the 

2022 Vivid Sydney festival.   

The group tucked into a 

“moveable feast” (eating a pizza 

dinner on the train) and raised a 

terrific $129 towards school shoes 

for Margaret Jurd College, taking 

our total congregation shoes 

donation to $1,099! 

Everyone agreed that the “field 

trip” was a great success, so we’ll 

look out for more opportunities to 

meet off-site in the future. 

Phone Text Scam Alert! 
There’s a new phone 

scam circulating.   

It claims to be from 

Medicare / myGov / 

the Australian 

Government, and is 

being sent via text 

message.  The scam message offers you a free COVID-

19 test kit because you’ve been in contact with a 

positive COVID-19 case and includes a link to order 

your free kit.  Do not open any links.  Block the sender 

and delete the text. 

Committing to Community 
When people have relationship with each other we call 

that a community.  Communities help each other in times 

of difficulty, they celebrate times of joy, they encourage 

others when the next step is confused. 

Often the most tangible touch of the divine is through 

human connection.  The mystery of life and the universe 

somehow comes to a concrete expression in love. 

A community is often easily defined by its edges.   

The people at the edge feel less included and are less 

included.  They may be uncertain as to the expectations 

that may be thrust upon them.  They may be worried that 

they will not fit in. 

Jesus redefined community, not by the people inside it, 

but by the people outside it.  Jesus asks us, why are you 

not intentionally searching out and including others?  Not 

in a grasping, demanding way, but a welcoming, 

accepting way. 

So, I set out the challenge to our community.  Every 

month, think about having a coffee (or tea or water) with 

someone who is “on your edge”.  Someone that you have 

met, but never stopped to talk to.  Someone who you felt 

you want to talk to, but somehow never made the time.  

Make the time, listen to their story, form relationship. 

Some people have already talked to me about their time 

with someone.  Each time, they are positive and have 

learned something. 

Let’s imagine a community without boundary.  This was a 

radical idea 2,000 years ago.  It is a radical idea today. 

Lloyd R 

NSW D&D Vouchers Expiring 
Don’t forget that all Dine & Discover vouchers 

will expire next Thursday, 30 June 2022. 

Don’t let your unused vouchers go to waste! 



Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion to 

Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by noon on Thursdays. 

Website — please send your items for uploading to  

Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au). 

Visiting the Church for Worship: 
Current COVID Safety Requirements 

• Physical distancing (of 1.5m apart, except for 

household members) must be observed at all times 

indoors. 

• Masks must be worn in common areas indoors but 

you may be mask-free in worship and while seated 

and consuming morning tea. 

• Singing is allowed with no masks.  However, we 

recognise some may be anxious about unmasked 

singing, so the back pews of the church will be 

reserved for those who wish to remain masked and 

who choose not to sing. 

• For communion, the elements will be handed to 

seated congregants and those handling the 

elements will wear masks and gloves and be triple-

vaccinated. 

• Registration for a service and QR-code check-in are 

not required, but visitors are asked to record their 

name and contact details so that all attendees can 

be notified if an attendee tests COVID-positive. 

Opportunities to be part of a small 
group exploring our faith 

PUNCH 

Meets 6:00-7:30pm on the second Sunday each month 

(normally in Pymble’s MacArthur Lounge).   

For the time being, the group is meeting on Zoom. 

Meeting ID: 832 3092 6033    Passcode: 875628 

Heart & Mind 

Meets at 6:00pm on the third Sunday each month, 

to explore life by reading a book in depth.   

The group will continue their discussion of 

“Wholehearted Faith”.   

Contact Heather McM for further details. 

Tuesday Conversations 

Meets weekly from 7:15 to 8:30pm in Gordon’s  

Red Room.  The discussion focuses on exploring  

faith in our contemporary world.   

Now meeting both in person and on Zoom.   

Meeting ID: 851 6082 5923    Passcode: 212262 

Disability Aids Giveaway 
We’ve been donated four handy disability aids that we’d 

love to give away to anyone who needs them.  There’s a 

compact shower seat with arms, an over-toilet frame with 

arms, a light weight walker with a seat, and a walker/carry 

cart.  Please contact Pam S or Margo L via their Directory 

listings if you’re interested in any or all of these items. 

Hike for Epilepsy 
David Robertson, a valued 

member of our Friday 

Community Centre Art group, 

is walking the Larapinta Trail to 

raise funds for Epilepsy Action 

Australia.  David writes: “Epilepsy has been my life long 

companion.  I have always found it a great blessing to 

do something for others instilled in me by my parents.”  

You can support David with his fundraising by donating 

via http://bit.ly/david-robertson-donate 

Insights Winter 2022 edition has 

arrived.  Copies are available  

from both Gordon and Pymble.   

If you’d like a copy posted out,  

please call either office, or email us 

via info@gpuc.org.au  
A Shared Path’s June issue is out now.  

It’s available to read online via our 

website and printed copies can be 

picked up from both Gordon and 

Pymble.  If you’d like a printed copy 

posted out, please call either office,  

or email us via info@gpuc.org.au  

Playgroups at Gordon 

Mondays with Courtney 

9:30am—11:30am  

for regular Playgroup, then 

11:30am—1:30pm  

for a Mothers & Babies Playgroup. 

Tuesdays & Wednesdays with Nicola 

9:30am—11:30am  

for regular Playgroup, then 

11:30am—12:30pm Wednesdays 

for our new Baby Book Club. 

Fees:  $7 per class, ($10 for two or more children); 

or $50 for the full term. 

http://bit.ly/david-robertson-donate

