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A message from Steve 

From Jeanie... 

Thoughts & Prayers 

Pray for 

• Duncan McD, who reports a strong recovery from 

his heart episode.  He now expects to have gastro/

liver surgery at RNSH in early December to address 

a prior issue; 

• Rick B’s latest departure date is likely to be this 

weekend sometime (13—14 November).  We 

continue to uphold him and his family in prayer; & 

• All Year 12 HSC & IB students, during their final 

exams. 

 

The  
New-ish Normal  

Newsletter 
 

Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church 

Sunday 14 November 2021 

It feels like we are on a bit of a countdown at present: 

to in-person worship in 3 weeks; and to Advent in 2 

weeks.  Other groups like Heart and Mind and Tuesday 

Conversations are returning in-person soon too.  So 

there are things to look forward to!  As we say in 

communion, “Lift up your hearts!”   

Our online service on 28 November will feature a 

recorded panel of interesting people discussing Hope 

(appropriate for Advent).   

And the following week, 5 December when we return in

-person, we will share Holy Communion together at 

Gordon at 9.30am.  We can sing(!) though we may need 

to wear masks while doing so.  It is highly unlikely we 

can share Morning Tea but we can chat following the 

service with appropriate cautions (masks and 

distancing, outside if the weather allows).   

I have been thinking: some may like to make 

suggestions of what we will sing in those first few weeks 

when we come back together.  Why not send me an 

email to me of your favourite hymns, especially with 

themes around hope, peace, joy and love, and I will do 

my best to incorporate them 

(steve.aynsley@gpuc.org.au).   

Next week, we will have a full list of Christmas events 

and worship services through til the end of January.  

Steve Aynsley 

mailto:steve.aynsley@gpuc.org.au


 

 

Any time  GPUC Virtual Worship via YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting 

11:00am—12:30pm  GPUC Zoom Morning Tea 
Log in to Zoom & enter the following: 
Meeting ID: 819 0297 5085   Passcode: 471310 

Sunday 14 

 

10:00—11:00am  Bible Study 
Contact Sue or David Co. 

Thursday 18 

 

9:00am—12:30pm  Computer Clinic 
Contact Bruce K. 

10:15am  Current Affairs 
Contact lesley@gpuc.org.au 

Friday 19 

You can catch up online  
via some of our interest groups,  
here’s what’s still on via Zoom 

14 Nov—19 Nov... 

Where links aren’t shown, contact the group’s  
leader via their Directory listing. 

 

7:30—9:30pm Tuesday Conversations (Hybrid) 
Exploring life.  Use Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85757501698?
pwd=ek1adVBlZmN5MFVZMzdnRnAvR0ZPQT09 
with Meeting ID: 857 5750 1698  &  Passcode: 325834  

Tuesday 16 

WLTTW Subscription Renewal 
Thank you to all who have renewed their subscriptions 

for With Love to the World for 2022.   

The Advent and Christmas issue is now available from the 

Pymble office, or it can be posted or delivered to those  

who have renewed.  It’s not too late to let Sue Co. or  

Sonja in the office (9983 9879) know about renewing 

your subscription—please get in touch.  

“The grass is always greener  
where you water it.”   

Anonymous 

The Lindara Market needs volunteers for its Pricing and 

Sorting Sessions, every Friday from 12 November, 1-3pm,  

at the Lindfield Uniting Church Undercroft.  The next  

charity market will be on Saturday 4 Dec, 8am-1pm.  

There’s an opportunity to buy items in advance if you  

spot something you love while you’re helping out! 

All proceeds from the Market support a social worker 

based at Centacare in Waitara, who provides support and 

intervention for local families in crisis.  All donations of 

clean saleable goods can be dropped to the Lindfield 

Uniting Church carport on Fridays.  Strong helpers are  

also needed for set-up in the days prior to the market.  

Contact Noella on 9498 8105 for more information.   

NSW Health rules now require vaccination status to be 

checked for market entry on Dec 4. 

Tuesday Conversations goes Hybrid 
From Tuesday 16 November, Tuesday Conversations is 

resuming face-to-face meetings and, for the time being , 

will also run via Zoom in parallel.  Join us in Gordon’s 

Red Room from 7:30pm. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85757501698?pwd=ek1adVBlZmN5MFVZMzdnRnAvR0ZPQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85757501698?pwd=ek1adVBlZmN5MFVZMzdnRnAvR0ZPQT09


MADOW Thanks You for Your Support 
MADOW has received a number of very kind 

donations.  These gifts have helped us meet requests 

in November and beyond. 

The COVID lockdowns meant we could not hold our 

traditional fundraising events – Trivia Nights and  

High Teas.  All funds which MADOW had accumulated 

have been donated out.  We have supported our local 

partners in Griffith, Broken Hill, Enngonia, and 

Goodooga. 

Our congregation has always been generous and  

eager to assist initiatives in rural NSW.  It’s because  

of donations that MADOW is able to keep on 

supporting our rural partners. 

“We rejoice in the gift of a generous heart.”   

(WLTTW 6/11/2021) 

Thank you,  MADOW (Making A Difference Out West) 

First “Stir Up” with FFC 
Courtney is looking forward to running two “Stir Up” 

Christmas pudding sessions in person. 

These face-to-face sessions will be on Friday 19 

November at 7pm (as part of Friday Fun Connections) 

and then on Sunday 21 November at 2pm, both in the 

Marshall Hall at Pymble.   

If you haven’t already booked, Courtney still has two 

spots available.  Please reserve your place through 

www.trybooking.com/BSBHC    For those who don’t eat 

Christmas pudding, but would like to make a donation or 

buy a pudding for local families in need this Christmas, 

you can do so through a booking on trybooking. 

Pamper Day Volunteers Needed 
GPUC and Ku-ring-gai Council are holding a Carer’s 

Pamper Day on Thursday 25 November, from  

10am to 2pm at Gordon.  We’re in need of some 

volunteers who would be willing to help us with 

catering and other tasks on the day.  Please contact 

Lesley on 0480 223 981 if you’re able to lend a hand. 

UnitingWorld Cards 

Nicola has a supply of the latest UnitingWorld 

Everything in Common cards.  If you’re interested in 

buying some please contact Nicola.  Make a 

difference through your gift giving, with UnitingWorld 

gifts that fight poverty through health, education, 

leadership and income opportunities.    

Each gift card represents a project helping people 

lead lives of dignity and hope, and your purchase 

directly supports this work. 

Off to New Zealand! 
In Rick Barnes’ friendly style, all were welcomed at the 

Roseville Bridge Boat Ramp on a sunny afternoon last 

Saturday.  The mighty kayak had been shepherded there 

on the trailer housed by Ken Douglas.  Considering the 

poking and intense inspection the vessel endured, all 

friends and family now consider themselves experts in 

international kayaking.  When all manner of equipment, 

food and clothes have been packed, and the tides, 

currents and conditions align, Rick will be ready to 

embark.  Our love and prayers go with him.  

http://www.trybooking.com/BSBHC


Lifeline Christmas Hampers 
Lifeline would be most grateful if we can continue to 

donate Christmas season food items (up until  

5 December) for their hampers.  Each hamper includes 

a Woolworths or Big W voucher, so clients can 

supplement their hamper with their own preference  

of foods or goods. 

Lifeline would appreciate donations of:  tinned ham, 

Christmas pudding, Christmas cake, mince pies, long life 

custard, Christmas type biscuits, nuts and chips, and 

chocolates or sweets.  (Please, no Tim Tams as they 

have received a generous donation of these.) 

If you’d prefer, Lifeline would be especially pleased to 

receive cash in order to purchase extra vouchers.  

Donations can be made in the following ways: 

• Go to Lifeline’s website and donate directly using the 

following link  https://lifelineh2h.org.au/support-us/

donate/christmas-hampers  

• Phone Lifeline office on 9498 8805 and use your credit 

card 

• Place cash in an envelope with your name and address 

and bring it to Church on  

5 December when we 

meet in person. 

All monetary donations will 

be issued with a receipt for 

taxation purposes. 

All donations either food or 

cash must be received by  

5 December in time for 

packing and distribution. 

Thank you everyone for the 

tremendous support you 

have given this year.   

It is so much appreciated. 

Lifeline Harbour to Hawkesbury 
4 Park Ave Gordon NSW 2072 
T(02) 9498 8805    W www.lifelineh2h.org.au 

Sponsored by 

Monday 22 November 10am to 2pm  

at Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church,  

18 Cecil St, Gordon.     $35 per person. 

Many people find it difficult to engage with a 

family member, friend or colleague who is going 

through a crisis due to mental health concerns, 

domestic violence, drugs and alcohol, 

relationship difficulties, financial stress, grief, 

loneliness, bullying or other issues. 

This 4-hour training workshop will give 

participants the confidence and the skills 

necessary to support someone in their moment 

of need, and to be able to refer them to the most 

appropriate support. 

A counsellor, by chance 

Participants are not expected to literally become 

counsellors, but their empathetic and respectful 

response, at a time when a client, patient, 

colleague, mate or family member may be in 

crisis and in need of support, can positively 

affect outcomes for the individual involved. 

Recognise, respond, refer 

The course equips individuals to: recognise 

when a person is in crisis, respond in an 

appropriate and compassionate manner, and 

refer the person to a suitable service.  

Important issues such as suicide, anger, 

boundaries and self-care are covered. 

Email enquiries to Lesley Burt via 

info@gpuc.org.au, or call on 9498 6729. 

This week we created an amazing 110 Christmas cards 

to give to the staff and students of Margaret Jurd 

College.  Thank you to those who have helped — 

especially to Tamara RM, who prepared and cut out all 

the designs so we could put them together. 





Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion to 
Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by 5pm Wednesdays. 

Website — please send your items for uploading to  
Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au). 

Happy Birthday wishes this week to: 

Marj B  &  David C 

Playgroups at Gordon 
Playgroups are back in Gordon’s Red Room as follows: 

Mondays with Courtney 

9:30am - 11:30am  

for regular Playgroup, then 

11:30am - 1:30pm  

for a Mothers & Babies Playgroup. 

Tuesdays & Wednesdays  

with Nicola 

9:30am - 11:30am for regular Playgroup. 

Jennifer Gordon (Edith Bowtell’s niece) sends her 
warmest greetings to all at GPUC. 

Gordon Book Club 
It was lovely to be able to meet in person again when 

we discussed “Caravans” by James A Michener.  Our 

group found this a very interesting novel, telling the 

story of a young American diplomat in 

Afghanistan in the late 1940's.  He travels 

through the country which is vividly 

described, as are the different groups of 

people that he encounters.  The book holds 

out hope for the emergence of a “modern” 

Afghanistan which current events show has 

not been realised. 

For December (our Christmas meeting!) we 

are reading “The Road to Little Dribbling” by 

Bill Bryson.  When we return to meeting in 

February next year, we will discuss “The 

Beekeeper of Aleppo” by Christy Lefteri. 

The Sewing Basket 
Are you having a clear out of sewing paraphernalia or 

looking for inexpensive crafting supplies?  Well, a 

terrific place to donate or buy anything relating to 

sewing is The Sewing Basket — a social enterprise of 

Achieve Australia. 

The Sewing Basket sells a wide range of donated 

fabrics and patterns, 

patchwork, 

embroidery materials, 

knitting and crochet 

yarn, haberdashery, 

and more, while 

providing employment 

opportunities for people with disability. 

At their shops a team of experienced volunteers from 

the community work alongside the people they 

support.  Supported employment provides people 

with disability the opportunity to learn valuable job 

and interpersonal skills and encourages social 

inclusion in the community. 

All stock at The Sewing Basket is donated by the 

community, which makes it a sustainable shopping 

experience and you’ll find a large variety of unique 

and vintage materials.  The shops are at Newington, 

Balmain and Kincumber.  For full details and a list of 

items accepted as donations, visit 

www.achieveaustralia.org.au/the-sewing-basket  

Wrap With Love News 
Our very dedicated GPUC 

group delivered an 

incredible 89 rugs to the 

Wrap with Love 

warehouse this week!   

The rugs are donated to 

many places around the 

world.  Within Australia, 

a proportion go to our 

indigenous people in 

Redfern, to Afghani 

refugees and to people in nursing homes. 

Judy G is deep in Stir Up 2021 preparations, putting 

together over 110 kits… here’s “brandy day” in action! 


